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FRONT COVER: X54-G526 haul a loaded wheat train into the North Geelong grain loop 
for unloading at 11 56 on Sun.29.8.93 


OPPOSITE: X32 with No.2390 up Bandiana superfreighter, waits at Avenel to cross the 
midday down Albury pass., Tues.13.4.93 Both photos Doug Knowles 
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A73 crosses over Melton Weir with the 11 40 up Ballarat pass. 
on Sat.28.8.93 Bryce Leydon 
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A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 
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OCTOBER 
Eee 
ANNIVERSARIES 
Ist, 1883: Opening of Charlton - Wycheproof 
(100) 
Ist, 1888: Opening of Numurkah - Cobram and 
Nathalia (105) 
Ist, 1888: Opening of Frankston - Baxter (105) 
Ist, 1888: Opening of Dandenong - Tooradin 
(105) 
Ist, 1888: Opening of Waubra Junction - Waubra 
(105) 
Ist, 1888: Opening of Bendigo - Heathcote (105) 
Ist, 1888: Opening of Shepparton - Dookie (105) 
Ist, 1958: Closure of Warragul - Noojee (35) 
6th, 1918: First electric train in Australia ran 
Newmarket Power Station - Flemington 
Racecourse (75) 
20th, 1948: Closure of Moriac - Wensleydale 
(45) 
27th, 1903: Opening of Nowingi - Mildura (90) 
28th, 1928: First automatically operated points 
and signals in Southern Hemisphere installed 
at St. Kilda (65) 
DIARY 
Thurs. 28th: Monthly Meeting, AMP Theatrette 
Sat. 30th: ARHS steam hauled tour to Oaklands 
NSW 


NOVEMBER 
frst t 
ANNIVERSARIES 

6th, 1978: Introduction of Motorail on the 
Overland (15) 

7th, 1968. Closure of Heathcote - Heathcote 
Junction (25) 

8th, 1978: Closure of Tallarook - Mansfield and 
Cathkin - Alexandra (15) 

9th, 1918: Opening of North Geelong - 
Fyansford (75) 

9th, 1983: New station complex introduced at 
Sale after 95 years of dead-end operation (10) 

12th, 1953: Closure of Wangaratta - Whitfield 
(40) 

13th, 1883: Opening of Traralgon - 
(110) 

16th, 1883: Opening of Tallarook - Yea (110) 

18th, 1953: Closure of Irrewarra - Newtown (40) 

20th, 1888: Opening of Hamilton - Coleraine 
(105) 

20th, 1888: Opening of Dunolly - Inglewood 
(105) 

21st, 1873: Opening of Wangaratta - Wodonga 
(120) 

21st, 1978: Closure of Nyora - Wonthaggi (15) 

—, 1978: Last Ballarat - Geelong railcar service 


(15) 


Heyfield 


DIARY 
Sat. 6th: Elecrail ‘Tait’ tour to Flemington 
Racecourse, Belgrave and Williamstown 
Thurs. 25th: Monthly Meeting, AMP Theatrette 


DECEMBER 
eae 
ANNIVERSARIES 
Ist, 1963: Last run of A? class loco - A?986 (30) 


2nd, 1978: Last Horsham - Serviceton railcar 
service [29RM] (15) 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 
Up platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. 

Visitors welcome. (03) 510 6146 


ARHS ARCHIVES 
Down platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. Visitors welcome. 


NEW TIMETABLES 


A revised Master Train Plan came into 
effect on Sun.22.8. There are too many 
alterations to note them all and 
because the last plan was issued on 23 
August 1992, the innumerable alter- 
ations that have taken place in the 
interim have been the subject of tem- 
porary ‘S’ circulars. The current plan 
formalised most of those circulars. 

In general terms, some of the more 
significant alterations are set out 
hereunder: 


= Alterations to passenger trains on 
the Geelong line. 

= Altered Kilmore East block quarry 
train arrangements. 

= Additional goods trains on the 
western line. 

=" Goods train alterations Dynon - 
Wodonga (standard gauge). 

= Goods train alterations on all lines 
because of rationalisation of shunt- 
ing operations in Melbourne Yard. 

= Withdrawal of passenger trains on 
the following lines: Mildura, Ararat 
- Dimboola, Shepparton - Cobram, 
Sale - Bairnsdale and Dandenong - 
Leongatha. 

= Reduced passenger train frequency 
between Melbourne - Albury. 


= Limited introduction of Sprinters. 


= Withdrawal of D vans from pas- 
senger trains and conveyance of 
Freightgate traffic in containers on 
augmented goods trains to Warr- 
nambool, Mildura, Shepparton and 
Sale. 


= Altered schedules for Warrnambool 
and Mount Gambier goods trains. 

= Altered block grain schedules on the 
North Geelong - Maryborough line. 

= Altered and Mildura 
goods trains. 

= Altered Adelaide line schedules to 
facilitate changed National Rail re- 
quirements. 


= Altered schedules for Portland - 
Murtoa block grain trains. 


additional 


ARARAT SPRINTER 


The Minister for Public Transport has 
rejected a move to run a daily Sprinter 
service between Ballarat and Ararat. 
Figures were produced that showed 
that even one train per day was not a 
viable proposition. It was stated that 
Ararat and stations west would still be 
serviced by the Overland and changes 
to that train’s stopping times are being 
considered. 


BALLARAT RAILWAY STATION OPEN DAY 


Ballarat’s historic Railway Station 
and environs will be open to the 
public on Sunday 31 October. 

Organised by the Ballarat Rail 
Promotion Group, in conjunction 
with the Public Transport Corpor- 
ation, the Open Day is being held to 
promote interest in the preservation 
and management of historic features 
within the rail precinct at Ballarat. 

The group’s convenor, Hedley 
Thomson, said visitors would have 
an opportunity to inspect signal 
boxes, carriage sheds and parts of 
the station building as well as Steam- 
rail Ballarat’s new depot at the Bal- 
larat East Loco Depot. 

A highlight of the day will be the 
presence of the recently restored 
Maryborough based Diesel Electric 
Rail Motor — 56RM — which will run 
shuttle trips between the station and 
Warrenheip, Redan and Ballarat 
East. 


Historic plans, photographs and 
signalling equipment will be on dis- 
play and a video of operations in and 
around Ballarat before the recent 
yard rationalisation will be available 
for viewing. 

Mr Thomson said other railway 
groups from Central Victoria had 
also been invited to participate and 
negotiations were underway to 
bring a steam tour from Melbourne. 

He said the group was aiming to 
create a festive atmosphere at the 
station with entertainment being 
provided and food on sale, includ- 
ing a barbecue. 

The Open Day, which will run 
from 10 am to 4 pm, should appeal 
to both rail enthusiasts and the 
wider public. 

Further details can be obtained 
by contacting Hedley Thomson or 
David Miller on (053) 31 5866 dur- 
ing office hours. 


RAIL STUDY 


Former V/Line western regional 
manager, Mr M Caldwell, has com- 
pleted a Wimmera rail freight study. 

Wimmera Development Associ- 
ation leaders hope details from the 
study will help its fight to retain the 
Hopetoun and Yaapeet grain lines. 
Both these lines carry thousands of 
tonnes of Wimmera grain each year 
and the association fears the standard- 
isation of the Melbourne - Adelaide 
line will have a major impact for the 
Wimmera’s connecting lines and 
transport services. 


BALLARAT REGIONAL 
BOARD 


This group plans to ask the Federal and 
State Governments to ensure existing 
lines and services are retained and 
upgraded. 

The group put together a four-phase 
strategy at a meeting held at Ballarat, 
details of which are set out hereunder: 
= Ballarat - Ararat rail services to be 

retained. 
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= The Wimmera grain lines of Dim- 
boola - Yaapeet, Murtoa - Hopetoun 
and Ararat - Portland be converted 
to standard gauge in order to ensure 
a direct rail link is retained between 
the grain belt and the port of Port- 
land. 

= The Ararat - Bendigo (via Mary- 
borough) line be converted to stan- 
dard gauge to enable aluminium 
to be transported by rail between 
Portland and a new Alcoa rolling 
mill at Morong, near Bendigo. 

= Progressively standardise all other 
non-metropolitan lines in Victoria. 


It was decided to target the Federal 
Government also, on what was gener- 
ally a state issue, because Canberra had 
the money to finance the proposals. 


FARE CHEATS 


Fare cheats on buses, trams and trains 
could face sharp increases in fines and 
the possibility of a criminal conviction. 
The State Government is considering 
the tough new measures to coincide 


Before timetable changes in early 1993 which resulted in Sunday’s 9150 express goods from Adelaide being held at 
Dimboola until late afternoon, C501-X52-S317 all ‘A’ end leading, make a fine sight powering up 
Warrenheip Bank just before the change. Sun.7.3.93 Kelvin Russell 


with the introduction of an automated 
fare collection system next year. 


It is estimated that evasion costs the 
PTC about $30 million a year in lost 
revenue. 


The Minister for Public Transport 
said that after the introduction of 
automatic ticket machines at railway 
stations and on vehicles ‘no commuter 
would have a valid excuse to travel 
without a ticket . . . therefore, fines 
will be substantially increased. 


The aim will be to ensure that the 
vast majority of people who pay aren’t 
disadvantaged by the parasites who 
wilfully evade fares. The penalties will 
be very severe, it won’t be just a rap 
over the knuckles.’ | 


In a survey conducted by the Herald 
Sun, Ms Emma Leslie, 18, said an in- 
creased fine and the prospect of a 
criminal record would not stop her 
from not buying a ticket sometimes. 
‘There is hardly anyone who checks 
tickets. If they don’t ask to see your 
ticket, I’ll still do it.’ 


The first two Explorer railcars approach Dandenong on their delivery run from 
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ABB to SRA of NSW. The train was hauled by H4. 15 06, Fri.6.8.93 lan Green 


AUTOMATIC TICKET 
MACHINES 


With the new system, to be introduced 
in February 1994, commuters will be 
able to buy tickets in advance, use com- 
puter-coded smart cards and buy 
tickets for a specific journey from an 
automatic machine. 


The State Government claims the 
system will save more than $30 million 
by reducing fare evasion. There will be 
further savings by eliminating tram 
conductors, train guards and ticket 
sellers at railway stations. 


The State Opposition claims the 
machines would mean that three-quar- 
ters of Melbourne’s railway stations 
would be left without staff. It claimed 
the PTC had drawn up secret plans to 
remove station staff from all but 52 of 
the 195 metropolitan stations, which 
they declare is a huge risk to pas- 
sengers. 


The Public Transport Union also 
raised concern for passenger safety 
and they said the introduction of the 
ticketing technology had been done 
without sufficient consultation and 
went further than agreed staff reduc- 
tion deals. The PTC said station staff 
levels had been discussed with unions 
before they signed a peace agreement 
in April and consultation had con- 
tinued. 


The agreement allowed the govern- 
ment to cut $245 million from the 
transport budget in return for 2500 
guaranteed jobs. 


The head of the transit police, Chief 
Superintendent T Gillett, said more 
unattended stations would increase 
pressure on his members as the transit 
police division is about 50 short of its 
authorised 233 member staff. 

Three models of automatic fare col- 
lection systems were unveiled in early 
August and final selection will be made 
in October. 

Tickets will be purchased from 
vending machines on stations, which 
will be mostly un-manned. Commu- 
ters will key in their destination after 
inserting coins and receive a ticket 
automatically. Alternatively, they will 
be able to buy tickets from retail agents 
in shopping centres. 

All tram tickets will be bought in 
advance or from vending machines on 
trams. Bus drivers will still be able to 
issue tickets. 

Passengers will have to pass their 
tickets through electronic barriers at 
the bigger railway stations to gain 
access to trains. At smaller stations and 
on trams, tickets will be inserted into a 
ticket invalidator for encoding. 


LOOP SERVICE 


As from Mon.23.8 extra city-loop, 
peak-hour and express trains have 
been scheduled through the loop and 
city circle trains have been withdrawn 
at a saving of $600 000. The Minister 
for Public Transport said the changes 
were aimed at winning people back to 
trains, as there had been an enormous 
drop in patronage over the last few 


years. The first train through the loop 
will now be at 05 50 instead of 06 40. 

Daily train services will only rise 
from 1634 to 1638 over the metropoli- 
tan network and the Public Transport 
Users’ Association said the changes 
were a sham, as the PTC had only 
diverted extra trains through the loop 
and had not increased actual train 
service. 


Other changes include: 


= Eight extra trains on the Lilydale and 
Belgrave lines to stop at Glenferrie 
for Swinburne students. 


= All Epping and Hurstbridge trains to 
stop at Jolimont. 

= A new ‘super’ express on the Werri- 
bee line, stopping at Hoppers Cross- 
ing, Laverton, Newport, Footscray 
and North Melbourne. 

= More Frankston trains to stop at 
South Yarra. 

# Improved co-ordination with coun- 
try trains and suburban buses. 


ECHUCA TRAIN PLAN 


Train enthusiasts from Echuca, Ton- 
gala and Kyabram met in early August 
to lay plans for a tourist train to run 
between the three towns. 


The 14 enthusiasts were joined by 
Ms Kerry-Anne Jones of the Echuca 
Regional Development Board, Mr 
M Ross, Cultural Liaison officer of 
the Deakin Shire and Development 
Officer for Kyabram, Ms Vicki Neele. 


The tourist train would be another 
draw card for the region and link up 
existing tourist attractions in the three 
towns. The group was in favour of 
drawing on the tourism swell in 
Echuca and offering the service to 
tourists who would like to spend a day 
or half day out of the river city, as it was 
considered there was a need for side 
trips that tourists could take part in. 

The Kyabram Fauna Park would be 
one such destination, as would Ton- 
gala’s Golden Cow education and 
tourist complex when it opened. 

A train run by the Seymour Loco 
Steam Preservation Group would be 
hired for weekends or a couple of days 
at a time to run the service. 

The group wants to offer the first 
service over the coming Christmas 
holidays and would probably run a 
shuttle train four or five times a day. 

Costs of the train were being looked 
at, but the meeting acknowledged one 
stumbling block with the operation 
would be the fact that V/Line staff 


would have to operate the train and 
their wages on weekends and public 
holidays could be prohibitive. As an 
example, they quoted that two shun- 
ters, required at Echuca for half an hour 
on a Saturday, would both get paid a 
full eight hour shift at double time. 


As well, Tongala would have to 
replace the station platform, which was 
ripped out after trains no longer 
stopped in the town. 


A second proposal has also been 
mooted by Echuca councillor, Mr W 
Turner, who owns the Red Gum 
Works next to the Echuca wharf. He 
proposes to run a steam tram along 
Murray Esplanade from Paddlewheel 
Park to the south end of the wharf. 


Mr Turner has 30 years experience 
in narrow gauge railways and steam 
engines, including constructing a re- 
stored railway at Forbes and building 
one for the set on the film The Man 
From Snowy River. He owns four nar- 
row gauge locomotives, dated from 
1916 to 1946, and three passenger car- 
tiages. He suggests the construction 
of a 60 cm gauge track with the train 
having a top speed of 24 km/h. 


It is estimated that the cost of the 
track would be about $30 000 and Mr 
Turner has already begun cutting 
sleepers at his works. He has a large 
supply of rail and intends to seek a 
20 year licence to operate the tramway. 
As an incentive, Mr Turner suggested 
the licence fee could be used by the city 
council for further restoration of the 
wharf. 


PROGRESSIVE RAIL 
ASSOCIATION 


Further to an item in last month’s 
issue. The group is promoting a plan 
that would see a single gauge railway 
run from Brisbane to Melbourne which 
would provide a 20 hour freight train 
link between the two cities, with plans 
for a high speed passenger train which 
could do the trip in 10 hours. 


The line would be called the Inland 
Rail Bridge (IRB), because it would 
provide a potential link to every other 
line in the country if railway gauges 
were standardised. 


IRB chairman, Mr B Donaldson, 
said ‘it would cost $850 million to 
establish the line, including construc- 
tion and changing gauge in Victoria 
and Queensland to standard gauge. 
With new technology the job would 
be simple and all of Victoria could be 
done within a fortnight. 
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The Progressive Rail Association 
was born in the Riverina, where farm- 
ers realised the stupidity of having to 
send goods to Sydney because it was 
the same rail gauge, while Melbourne 
was only half the distance away. 


The plan calls for 75% private fund- 
ing and 25% government funding. So 
far the government had given tacit 
support to the idea and had allocated 
$1 million in the budget to a national 
transport strategy. Parts of the rail 
system would be contracted out, but 
the whole body would fall under one 
controlling authority. 


The association had a meeting in 
Echuca in mid-August and mapped out 
a strategy to increase public awareness. 
In September, members of the group 
will start in Brisbane and work their 
way down the proposed route, talking 
to locals and business operators as well 
as lobbying local politicians. 


QUEENS BRIDGE VIADUCT 


On Sun.1.8 the viaduct, carrying Aus- 
tralia’s first railway line, was demol- 
ished to make way for the Melbourne 
casino. The demolition caused an out- 
cry from the National Trust and three 
inner-city councils who claimed they 
were not notified the work would 
happen on that particular weekend. 


The councils lobbied for the historic 
viaduct to be transformed as part of a 
southern rail link to Flinders Street 
station, while the National Trust clas- 
sified the link for its heritage value. 

A government spokesman said the 
public had been told of the demolition 
plans in July and the viaduct could not 
be part of a light rail link because the 
previous government had severed the 
line. 

Part of the viaduct that crosses the 
Yarra River will be retained and could 
be converted into a walkway with 
shops. 


STATION FATES 


The government has announced a 
decision on seven of the 21 railway 
stations offered for tender as part of 
the shake-up of the public transport 
system. The fate of the remainder is 
unknown at the time of publication. 

Korumburra, Redcliffs, St Arnaud, 
Kerang and Numurkah will all be 
taken over by local councils, while 
Horsham has been leased to the Hor- 
sham Transit Group. Rod Silvey, a 
model train enthusiast, will be offered 
a lease on Birregurra. 


Selection criteria included taking 
over maintenance and cleaning of the 
station building and providing pas- 
senger services where necessary, in- 
cluding ticket sales. 

There have been multiple ‘expres- 
sions of interest’ in Maryborough and 
this has caused the local council great 
concern. Mayor Bob Osborne recalled 
how the station once serviced four dif- 
ferent rail lines and was the second 
busiest in the state. Maryborough city 
engineer, Mr P Marshall, said he was 
concerned that the station might no 
longer be controlled by the community 
if the council’s tender for lease was 
unsuccessful and it was essential the 
city headed the lease so the station 
could be used for its own needs. 


STANDARD GAUGE RAIL 
CONTRACT 


A Melbourne building and engineering 
company has been granted a $15.3 mil- 
lion contract to build the first section 
of the standard gauge rail link between 
Melbourne and Adelaide. 

A division of the Concrete Con- 
structions Group, Lewis Construction 
Company of West Melbourne, has 
signed a contract for the construction 
of major earth works and bridge works 
between Newport and North Shore, 
Geelong. 

The job would commence in early 
October and create about 200 jobs. 
Funding comes from the Federal Gov- 
ernment’s One Nation rail infrastruc- 
ture programme. Federal Transport 
Minister, Mr Bob Collins, said the 
Melbourne - Adelaide link would be 
the last to be completed in the national 
rail system at an estimated cost of 
$135 million. 


INDIAN RAILWAYS 
CONTRACT 


ABB Transportation, Dandenong, has 
won a $100 million contract to build 
30 locomotives for Indian Railways. 
The company, formerly owned by 
Comeng, is fulfilling a contract to build 
light rail vehicles for the PTC as well as 
carriages for the Melbourne - Sydney 
XPT trains. 


67 SPENCER STREET 


The historic, but now derelict, railway 
headquarters building has been caught 
in the residential conversion wave, sur- 
passing plans to make it a hotel, casino, 
artist’s colony or cultural clubrooms. 

The century old building will be 
revamped as ‘Grand Central’, with 200 
residential apartments. 


The site has been vacant for five 
years and is believed to have been 
offered for sale four times in that time. 
Owners, Pure Blue, bought it for a bar- 
gain $2.5 million earlier this year. 


It is estimated that refurbishment 
will cost about $35 million, with the 
first resident to move in next year. 


Apartment size will range from 37 to 
160 square metres and all except those 
on the first level will have two floors. 
Prices are from between $99 000 for a 
first level, one bedroom unit and $480 
000 for a penthouse. 


The State Government sold the site 
to a construction group in 1988 for $5.2 
million. It was re-sold for $7.9 million 
in late 1989 to a Greek community 
group and a year later was up for a 
mortgagee auction, with a reserve of 
around $7 million. In December 1991, 
the building was passed in at a later 
auction at $2.4 million. 


Cy 
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PTC RESTRUCTURE 


A new corporate structure along busi- 
ness lines has been instituted. It aims 
to make the PTC more customer- 
responsive and cost-effective. Senior 
management will be made more 
accountable by setting up business 
units as trading entities. 


The business units will be Freight 
Services, MET Trams, MET Trains, 
V/Line Passenger and depending on 
the outcome of the current tendering 
process, MET Buses. Each business 
will be responsible directly to the 
chief executive for finances, service de- 
livery, product development and 
marketing. 


These units will be supported by a 
commercial service group, including 
infrastructure services, workshops and 
a new control services grouping, cover- 
ing property, training, administration, 
trading and catering and revenue pro- 
tection. 


a  Y 


A small corporate headquarters 
group will work with the chief execu- 
tive to develop policy and standards, as 
well as co-ordinating strategic direc- 
tion with the aim of providing ‘A 
world-class transport service that 
meets the needs of its customers in a 
cost-effective way.’ 

Policy, product development, standards, 
cost-effective, strategic direction, customer- 
responsive. That's been heard before! 


MARYBOROUGH DEPOT 
CLOSES 


The gates of the S & C depot closed on 
Fri.4.6, so ending a significant part of 
Maryborough’s railway history. The 
depot dates back about 80 years and in 
its peak maintained two interlocked 
signalboxes, numerous hand-operated 
gates, many trackside telephones and a 
vast distance of telephone pole line 
linking the depot with Curyo, Ballarat 
North, Tarnagulla, Ararat and Maldon 
Junction. 


G532 on No.9125 empty wheat has shunted off six hoppers at Murrayville and is seen here departing for Carina 
and Panitya where it will shunt off the rest of its train. 12 11, Mon.30.8.93 Doug Knowles 
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SHORT TERM PLANNING 


Our continuing series on Short 
Term Planning featuring a 


O. the bottom of certain pages 


of the Master Train Plan, a reference 
is made that particular goods trains 
operate as arranged by the Program 
Officer, Short Term Planning, or block 
grain trains originate from certain key locations, as arranged 
by the Programme Officer, Grain. 

To help identify what role the program officers play in 
planning these trains, I arranged with the manager of Short 
Term Planning for a day at Transport House, on Wednesday 
23 September 1992. 

As in the past, travel for me was by train, this time on the 
06 55 (8306) up Seymour pass. The light four car H set was 
hauled by N457 which easily reversed a minute late departure 
to a two minute early arrival at plat- 
form two Spencer Street. 

Unlike Centrol, which is located on 
the opposite side of the corridor on 
level three at Transport House, there is 
no security system barring the entrance 
to the Short Term Planning office. 

Mr Brian Hooley, the manager of the 
Short Term Planning was very prompt 
in coming to see me and kindly invited 
me to his office. He is responsible to 
the manager of freight planning. A 
copy of the management structure of 
freight planning indicated that Mr 
Hooley is one of five managers, who 
report to the manager of freight plan- 
ning. The other four managers are: 
Train Planning, Special Traffic, Freight 
Systems and Operations/Fuel Manage- 
ment. 

The same piece of paper answered my next question. How 
many people are under your command? Mr Hooley has 10 
people, with the breakdown as follows: three programme 
officers, four assistant programme officers, one relief clerk, 
one wagon movement clerk and finally one grain contract 
officer. Mr Hooley also said that some of the programme 
officers rotate on a regular basis with the train controllers 
to help improve efficiency. 

As happened in past visits to Transport House, a phone 
call interrupted our conversation. It was Mr Jeff Hall from 
Cenwag wanting to discuss a shortage of standard gauge con- 
tainer flats. At the completion of that call, Mr Hooley then 
rang the manager of South Dynon operations to receive 
more explicit details of the shortage. Whilst on line, South 
Dynon informed him of the broad gauge system as well, with 
the situation described as tight. 

Now with a clearer idea of the standard gauge shortage, Mr 
Hooley rang the Railways of Australia office in Melbourne 
(soon to be taken over by the NRC) to tell them of his im- 
mediate requirements and see if they could procure other 
wagons from surpluses on any other rail systems. 


Peter Foote 


Now with a clearer idea of 
the standard gauge shortage, 
Mr Hooley rang the 
Railways of Australia office 
in Melbourne (soon to be 
taken over by the NRC) to 
tell them of his immediate 
requirements and see if they 
could procure other wagons 
from surpluses on any other 
rail systems 


unique insight into Victorian 
train operations 


Also, now being aware of possible 
broad gauge container flat shortages, 
Mr Hooley reached for his comptuer 
and tapped into the Rollingstock Con- 
trol System (ROSCO) to find out the 
status and position of the various classes of container flats 
throughout the state. 

He started his search locally, then gradually stretched his 
net wider. One location scrutinised was Donald, where a 
number of container flats were found. These wagons were 
not taken, as they were to be loaded and despatched within 
the next 48 hours. Taking some of these would have left an 
existing customer short. 

Mr Hooley then considered a block of 20 VEKX refriger- 
ated container flats. These wagons can 
be broken up into individual units, to 
be used in general service. However, it 
was too late as these wagons were 
widely dispersed throughout the state. 

One example of how the ROSCO 
system can pinpoint the exact location 
of V/Line’s rollingstock came when Mr 
Hooley was trying to find the location 
of the entire VEKX fleet. After enter- 
ing the relevant commands into the 
computer, one VEKX was found on 
the 21 15 (9083) down Deniliquin 
goods, hauled by X41 (ex Echuca). At 
the time we saw 9083 on the computer, 
the VEKX should have been between 
Barnes and Mathoura, if it was running 
to time. 

After solving that problem, it 
seemed an appropriate time to ask 
what is the task of short term planning. Mr Hooley replied: 
‘It is to modify the Master Train Plan to suit the day to day 
requirements of our customers’. This includes the planning 
and supply of suitable wagons. On the grain side of STA 
operations, the core schedules of the grain trains, that is — 
from Geelong/Portland to either Maryborough/Murtoa, is 
governed mainly by traffic density. On the down side of the 
two inland locations, traffic density is less intensive and once 
again this gives V/Line more flexibility to adapt to the GEB 
day to day requirements. 

Here is a recent extreme example of responding to cus- 
tomer needs. 

A large steel company at Long Island telephoned a short 
term planning program officer at home on Sunday evening, 
requesting that 1100 tonnes of steel to be moved to Adelaide 
the next day, Monday. 

So early Monday morning, a pair of locomotives were sent 
light engine to Long Island to collect the loading and place it 
in Tottenham Yard. Now 9169 which was not scheduled to 
run on that day, is all ofa sudden running. It just so happened 
that Dynon had an overflow of container traffic and the steel 
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A = 2 Sos 


was to be attached at Tottenham Yard, thus making the 
arrangement a worthwhile exercise. 


To allow this train to run, the following locations were 
contacted: 


1. Duty Operations Manager/Motive Power (to provide the 
initial power) 

2. South Dynon (requisition of crews) 

The Met (signal boxes to Frankston) 

Tottenham Yard (stabling/shunting). Tottenham Yard 

would have contacted Dynon to confirm whether they 

had any loading and if so, make the necessary arrange- 

ments) 

5. Dimboola (crewing purposes) 

6. Australian National (tell them that 9169 is running). 


Tottenham Yard would have then contacted the Duty 
Operations Manager of the additional loading with the total 
tonneage. With this information verified by Tottenham 
Yard’s entries into the computer, the Duty Operations 
Manager would inform loco rostering who might have to 
adjust the locos originally arranged. The Duty Operations 
Manager would have also informed train control that 9169 
was indeed running. 

While we were on the subject of steel, | mentioned that 
during the previous evening at Seymour, I had noticed that 
the 9250 (14 00) up Wodonga oil (hauled by X53-X54) 
contained 10 empty VKEX steel slab vehicles. 

I brought this observation to Mr Hooley’s attention, and 
straight away he said, this was in response to a AN request for 
some slab steel wagons due to a recent serious derailment 


ey OW 


involving some of their own slab steel wagon fleet near 
Bordertown. Once again, by the ROSCO computer system, 
Mr Hooley checked how they were going to be transferred to 
Adelaide. That’s right, by our old friend 9169. Also a second 
block of 10 VKEXs were scheduled to be transferred to 
Adelaide in the near future. 

With a meeting looming in Mr Hooley’s office, It seemed 
an opportune time to leave and wander about. Whilst wan- 
dering about, the quietness of the short term planning office 
belied the work that was going on. For short term planning 
was busy collaborating on the proposed programme for 
the AFL Grand Final traffic from Geelong to Richmond on 
the following Saturday. The programmers were faced with 
the two senarios, one if Geelong was winning or if the West 
Coast Eagles were in front. The debate inevitably shifted to 
the respective strengths and weaknesses of the two teams. 
Eventually though, from a strictly operation’s point of view 
(so I was told), the more optimistic agenda won (a Geelong 
victory). 

Part of the reason was, that there was only 20 minutes 
between the proposed schedules. However, that is a long 
time if your team is being annihilated. Now the decision had 
been made, it was time to key it into the computer, for even- 
tual release to the public. 

Two other projects on the boil while I was there, were the 
steam locomotive hauled Geelong passenger trains the next 
week, during the second week of the school holidays and a 
Jacksons Loop/Korong Vale special. 

This Jacksons Loop (between Maroona and Ararat) to 
Korong Vale movement took my attention. This train was 
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to convey the recently lifted Jacksons Loop road to Korong 
Vale. On this particular day, the second portion of the loop 
was en route to Maryborough via Ararat/Avoca, where it was 
to stable overnight. The next day (Show Day), the train 
would proceed to Borung (first siding on Robinvale line) to 
run around, proceed back to Korong Vale, unload, stabling 
once again at Maryborough. 


The third and final section of the loop was to be conveyed 
on the Friday. My visions of chasing this train were dashed 
when the Short Term Planning officer spoke to the works’ 
foreman at Ararat. The Ararat works’ foreman told Short 
Term Planning the third train wasn’t required because the 
loop would be shifted in two parts instead of three. 

With this piece of news, it 
was then time to examine 
the grain section of Short 
Term Planning to see if there 
were any trains travelling 
to any exotic locations or 
on tantalisingly infrequently 
used lines. 


However, the first person 
I was introduced to was Mr 
Dick Donohue, the grain 
wagon movement officer. It 
is his job to make sure that 
there are sufficient empty 
wagons available, so that 
they can be moved by trains 
planned by the grain pro- 
gram officer, allowing the 
GEB’s demands to be met. 


At that moment, Mr 
Donohue was attempting to 
locate and reposition some 
non conventional grain 
hoppers to their more usual 
roles. Some wagons have 
been designated for a par- 
ticular commodity i.e., 
canola/bulk rice, but due to 
a recent heavy domestic 
wheat/barley program, these 
wagons were utilised to meet 
the local demand. Trying to 
find these wagons was not as 
easy as it looked, because 
some of these specialist type 
hoppers had been left behind at various silos. This occurred 
because they were not loaded quickly enough in the required 
time, to be attached to the return working of the earlier down 
block grain train. 

As a result, he was on a wagons ‘missing’ search, ranging 
from Bealuh to Yaapeet to be unloaded at any of the domestic 
locations, including the flour mills at Kensington, Ballarat or 
other grain terminals such as Sunshine/Geelong or Marma- 
lake. The grain wagon fleet is always highly utilised, with the 
fleet constantly on the move, with a turn around time of no 
more than 24 hours. With such a tight pooling of resources, it 
could be a gradual process to return the fleet back to normal. 
Also, with the GEB order form open on his desk, Mr Dono- 
hue knew what was required of fleet in the immediate future, 
and planned accordingly. 

In between Mr Donohue’s attempt to locate his missing 
wagons via the computer or the phone, I asked, what was nor- 
mally his first task of the day. Mr Donohue replied that he 
talked to Geelong. This is to establish: (a) They have enough 
work there. (b) Loaded/empty wagons. The computer is not 


G534-G539 poke empty grain hoppers around the 
tight northern leg of the triangle and into the 
GEB terminal at Warrackside (Warracknabeal) 

Mon.16.3.92 Harry Shnattlebach 


up date enough. (c) What train numbers have gone through 
the loop. 

The last question could be directly related to shipping 
movements because a certain grain type held on one of the 
trains can be loaded directly onto a ship, to complete an 
export order. 

Now this brings in the subject of the GEB order form. The 
order form is appoximately 18 inches wide by 12 inches long. 
The order form usually consists of three pages. The pages are 
divided into three equal sections. On this occasion, the first 
page consist of one Seymour and two Bendigo sections. The 
second page contains a Ballarat section and two Ararat 
sections. Domestic flour mills are listed on a separate page 
and on the day of the event 
they were on the last page on 
the order form. 

The sections themselves 
are basically the hinterlands 
of the named sections. The 
sections are then further sub- 
divided into the various 
lines. Going down the ex- 
treme left hand side of the 
section is the list of operat- 
ing GEB silos, beginning 
with the silos at the greatest 
distance from Melbourne. 
Moving across the top of the 
section are more columns 
going down the page for the 
GEB silo code (printed on 
the page), grain grade, desti- 
nations (D = Dunolly, G = 
Geelong) and the day (Mon- 
Fri). I suppose if demand 
warranted weekend work, 
another order sheet would 
be issued. 

So for example, on 
Wed.23.9, in the Ballarat 
section, I observed a list of 
orders on the Mildura line. 
There were 16 of HRD1 at 
Woomelang, 5 of ASW at 
Donald, 12 No.1 at Dunolly 
all with the destination of G 
(Geelong). Translated, this 
means 16 wagons to be 
loaded at Woomelang with Hard Wheat No.1, 5 wagons of 
Australian Standard White at Donald and 12 wagons of No.1 
Oats at Dunolly all destined for Geelong. 

Here is another order, this time for Thursday 24 Sep- 
tember, on the Kulwin line. Nyarrin — 6, Sea Lake — 7, Berri- 
willock — 17, Nullawil — 1 and Wycheproof (GEB) — 15 with 
the appropriate grain type listed in the grain grade column. 
The grain grades or types are very complex and would take up 
too much time and space to try and explain here. Suffice to 
say there are approximately five main grades of grain. Besides 
the ones already mentioned, the other two are ASWD (Aus- 
tralian Standard White, Damaged — stock feed) and B/M 
(Beer Malting: Barley). 

But there are exceptions. On Thursday 24 September in 
one of the Bendigo sections there was a special instruction 
pencilled in over the previous day’s columns, alongside Berri- 
willock. The instruction read 5 — wash out. Now this meant 
of the seventeen wagons at Berriwillock, five were to be left 
behind and empty. This is so that they can be thoroughly 
washed out, in preparation for some pesticide free wheat, 
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Deep in the Mallee, G532 hauls 9125 down 


— 


Panitya empty wheat through Linga at 10 33 


on Mon.30.8.93 Doug Knowles 


which will be loaded some time next week. This grain is 
usually destined for Bunge, Ballarat, where it is manufactured 
into gluten and exported to Japan. 

Still on the subject of this Kulwin line train, the train would 
proceed to Dunolly, where the bulk of the load would be dis- 
charged (as per the destination column), where the grain 
would be blended with exactly the same grades in the silo 
complex. The remainder of the train would proceed to Mary- 
borough and then to Geelong. 

This picking up of bits and pieces here and there is to clear 
the smaller silos in readiness for the coming wheat harvest. 
This condenses the grades into bigger quantities in one or 
two locations. During the busy peak season, the local needs 
can be serviced from these one or two locations. The ‘over- 
flow’ silos are then used almost exclusively for export, going 
direct to either Geelong or Portland. 

Now I swung my attention to Mr Bob Smart, who is the 
grain program officer, whose job it is to look after the running 
and timetabling of those trains. 

Mr Smart was, at the time, in the process of creating a time 
plan for the 18 55 (9129) down Portland to Murtoa empty 
block grain, west of the later location, departing Friday 25 
September. 

Earlier in the day, GEB rang through a rough draft of next 
week’s order, and has so often in the past included a train that 
originally was not scheduled to run at all the following week! 

Mr Smart already had a timetable to Murtoa as per the 
MTP. One of the first persons Mr Smart talked to was his 
colleague Mr Donohue about the availability of suitable rol- 
lingstock. The reply was: ‘I’ve got half a block train of special 
test brake block grain hoppers and I’ll have the remainder by 
Friday’. Loco rostering was informed by telephone that 9129 


(amongst others) was running (in case it was too late for 
inclusion on the Appendix B), and requested a single G class 
locomotive. I suggested double Ss, but my request was 
politely refused, for the reasons given below. 

Everything was running a day early, because of the Show 
day holiday. Mr Smart knew that line’s ruling grade, and 9129 
was approximately 200 tonnes less than the maximum for 
a single G to haul to Murtoa, even if it was conveying the 
maximum amount of empties allowed. 

At Murtoa, a second G would be attached, primarily for the 
1in 40 grades at Diapur, because this train would terminate/ 
originate at Lillimur. Also the remainder of the grain hoppers 
would probably be attached at Murtoa as well. 

It was at Murtoa, that Mr Smart’s troubles really began, 
because 9129 would (or should) arrive as per the Master Train 
Plan at 00 05 (Saturday morning). (9129 would be put away, 12 
minutes before the 19 20 (9147) down superfreighter was due. 
Whilst 9129 was locked away, to attach its second loco and 
perhaps some extra grain hoppers, 9147 would have pro- 
ceeded to Murtoa Loop to cross 9170 at 00 24. Once 9170 had 
cleared Murtoa/Marmalake, 9129 would have to move quite 

uickly to its next refuge which was Pimpinio as the 21 00 
8141) Overland is right behind. 

Mr Smart knows the times of these trains, because he has 
the relevant graphs with the MTP train paths printed on 
them, added the path of 9129 as well, thus being in a position 
to slot a path for 9129. At Pimpinio, 9129 would shunt and 
probably wait for the down and up Overland to clear, before 
departing at 02 50 arriving at Dimboola at 03 10 and then 
shutting down ready for Monday morning. 

On Monday morning, it would depart at 05 30. To empha- 
sise that all short term planners are aware of local conditions, 


Mr Smart said that on Mondays only, overlength trains must 
depart earlier than the rest of week, allowing the shut down 
Dimboola pass. access to the platform. Then on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays, he has a different problem — the 20 15 
(9149) down goods, due out of Dimboola at 05 45. Adjusting 
a grain train’s departure too early can mean a relief crew 
would be required, otherwise it would leave after 9149 and 
then arrive at its destination after 08 00, the time GEB staff 
start work. Mondays departure is timed to allow it to arrive at 
Lillimur at 07 50. Prewarned by the GEB, the program officer 
knows it will take about three hours to load. He has given 
9130 a bit of leeway by timetabling it to depart Lillimur at 
11 30, picking up at Nhill, Salisbury and Gerang Gerung. At 
this stage, 9130’s timetable has not been finalised to Murtoa, 
although a generous amount of time is allowed with a sched- 
uled departure from Murtoa at 23 05. 


Lastly, my wish to see a train planned to travel on a little 
used line had come true. A block grain train was planned to 
the terminus of Robinvale, on Monday 28 September. 


Originally, it was planned to run on the previous Friday, 
but due to a ASW testing programme north of Korong Vale 
on the Saturday, this train (9123) was deferred. As a result, 
9123 was to depart Maryborough at 23 30 on Sunday 27 Sep- 
tember. The train programers’ thorough knowledge of the 
line and the number of shunts that would take place, giving 
9123 an estimated arrival time at Robinvale of 07 45 on the 
Monday morning. At Robinvale, the crew after arriving 
would shut down the locos and take the stipulated eight hour 
rest and return at 16 30 hours, picking up at Bannerton, 
Annuello, Bolton and Cocamba. 


These two trains came from the rough draft given by the 
GEB earlier in the day. Then at approximately 14 30, the rep- 
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resentative from GEB arrived a day earlier than normal 
(because of the show day holiday) with the next week’s 
order. Whilst the GEB man was present, I asked why couldn’t 
the order be faxed through? The main reason this does not 
happen I was told, is that sometimes they negotiate different 
aspects of the order. Take for example the deferring of the 
Robinvale train from the Friday to the following Monday. 
The (GEB) had just negotiated with the V/Line in shifting the 
train one day later (because of the ASW testing), due to crew 
resting requirements. 

After the GEB representative had left, both Bob Smart and 
Dick Donohue started throwing ideas and options at each 
other after further reading of the order form. 

Example: To supply malting barley to a customer at Gee- 
long, an interzone movement was likely to occur on Monday 
28th. Numbered 9195, (extra), this train would replace 9121 
and also depart at 9121’s normal departure time ie 14 45). 
9195 would travel to Murtoa via Cressy, where one half would 
go to Hopetoun, with the other journeying to Yaapeet. 
Because of this interzone (section) movement, the customer 
would be charged a premium rate. 

With both the grain programme officer and the wagon 
officer in an earnest discussion with each other on how to 
best meet the demands of the GEB order, it seemed an oppor- 
tune time to leave them. 

Now it was time to catch the P16 hauled 16 30 (8319) down 
Seymour pass. back home after spending a full day at Short 
Term Planning. 

To Mr Brian Hooley, Mr Bob Smart and Mr Dick Donohue 
and to the other members of the Short Term Planning officer, 
thank you for explaining the very complex nature of meeting 
freight customers needs. I hope this article gives a brief idea 
of how short term planning works. 


G515 (off-line)-G543 head 9186 up loaded grain ex Mittyack down the main street of Wycheproof at 16 18 
on Sat.11.9.93 lan Woollett 
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CAN Two Gs 
Run ELEPHANT STYLE? 


Technically yes, but to an 
untrained eye (or the non 
believer) one end of a box 
cab 15 the same as the other 


O.: Clyde-GM locomotives there 


is one simple way of distinguishing the 
No.1 end of the locomotive from the 
No.2 end. The engine’s radiator fans 
are always at the No.2 end of the loco- 
motive, but which fans are the radiator 
fans? As a general rule, a locomotive 
with one dynamic brake fan will only have two radiator fans 
and alocomotive with two dynamic brake fans will have three 
radiator fans, except for Victorian Bs, Ss, the Australian 
National GMs, DLs, ANs and the now withdrawn SRANSW 
42 class. These three fans are quite noticeable on Gs, Austra- 
lian National BLs and State Rail 81 class locomotives, but 
there are exceptions to these. The Australian National DL 
class has one dynamic brake fan and three radiator fans, as 
does the new AN class. The larger radiator is needed due to 
the larger 710 series engine fitted to these locomotives. 

Another way of distinguishing the No.1 end and No.2 ends 
apart is by the location of the battery box. This is always 
towards the No.1 end of the locomotive, except the 
SRANSW 422 class which has them fitted to the No.2 end, or 
the locomotives that have them fitted inside the car body, 
such as the Gs and BLs, but they are still towards the 
No.1 end. 

When AN’s BL class locos operate in Victoria they have to 
run No.1 end leading, so if a pair are to operate in Victoria 
they have to be coupled No.2 end to No.2 end, or ifa solo BL 
arrives in Melbourne, it either has to be turned on the turn- 
table at South Dynon Loco, or more often than not, it is sent 
via the North Melbourne reversing loop after it leaves its 
train, then proceeds to South Dynon Loco. The reason for the 
BL class having to run No.1 end leading, is because a ban was 
placed on operation these locos from No.2 end by AFULE 
members after fumes were found to be entering the cab via 
the engine room door. The SRA NSW 81 class also have this 
problem from time to time, but they are not restricted to No.1 
end only operation. If fumes are detected entering the cab, the 
unit is returned to Sydney No.1 end leading only, unless it 
is trailing another locomotive. 


Why run the locomotive No.1 end? 
What difference does it make? 
In a modern locomotive’s engine room, the area is divided in 
two by a door part way through the alternator, as the engine 
area gets very hot and dirty. To give you some idea how hot 
this area can get, the temperature of the exhaust gases after 
they have left the engine manifold and pass through the turbo 
is approximately 540 degrees when the locomotive is in notch 
8. In the other area, the clean or cool air compartment, con- 
ditions are a lot cooler by comparison to the engine com- 
partment. This area should be dust free because it houses 
the turbocharger, alternator, battery box, and the electrical 
cabinet, so the door between the two acts as a barrier to keep 
any unwanted fumes and dust out. 

A few examples of ‘box cab’ locos can be seen in January 
1993 NEWSsRAIL, page 7. The Roger Gillard photo of BL35 and 


Stephen Molloy 


BL27 clearly shows the No.1 end cabs 
facing away from each other, as does 
the Peter Foote photo of 8179 and 8170, 
although this way is probably just co- 
incidence. 

So next time you've been out taking 

* photos and someone asks you what 
you got, you can say back to back BLs on an Adelaide goods 
or superfreighter, or two 81s nose to nose on a Brisbane 
superfreighter, or a long end G on a wheat. 

September 1987 NEWSRAIL, page 270 and 271, contains an 
article on the G class by Sid Brown, which is accompanied by 
a diagram of the G class showing the engine room layout. 
Number 28 shows the diagram of the partition in the engine 
room. Number 19 shows the location of the internal battery 
box. 

There are additions to Sid Brown’s list of differences 
between the G1 and G2. These include the relocation of the 
roof steps from between the driver’s window and door to 
beside the Dynavane air cleaner. Compare diagram and photo 
of G523 on page 271. The multi unit cable was attached per- 
manently, so the MU receptacle on the fireman’s side was 
removed and a dummy receptacle was added above the 
anti-climber (again see photo and compare with photo of 
G515 on page 272-273). Several fittings were also added to the 
anti-climber section. The cow catcher on the second series G 
was changed from angled to straight on the side. Two door 
levers were added, one at the top and one at the bottom, for 
easier access to the cab when entering from ground level, 
although the driver’s side door on first series Gs later received 
this modification, but G2s have them on all cab doors. The 
panelling layout on the locomotive’s side was reorganised 
due to the relocation of the roof steps. The airconditioning 
unit was relocated from the side of the locomotive to the cab 
roof. Thicker rubber surrounds were used around the two cab 
windows because of the use of impact resistant windscreens, 
although all Gis have now had this type of windscreen fitted. 
Inside the cab, the whole control stand was changed to a full 
length type, which goes from one side of the cab to the other, 
which has the stove, and the fridge built in, not free standing 
as in the Gl. The more comfortable Bremshey seats were 
fitted, as opposed to the Bostrom in the Gl, and a rounded 
section was added on the G2 above the coupler. 


If YOU are interested in Railways 
why not join the 
AUSTRALIAN RAILWAY 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
Victorian Division? 
Write to the 


Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne 3001 
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‘THE COALIE’ 


On Sat.17.7.93 the ARHS ran a tour to Traralgon hauled by R707. 
The highlight of the day was on the return journey when the 
train collected seven 4-wheel wagons loaded with briquettes at 
Morwell for Heinz Dandenong. A mixed train in 1993! 


Above: R707 leads the down tour train 
near Warragul. Photo taken by one of our 
younger readers 

Michael Greenhill (age 5 years) 


Below: R707 hauls the ‘mixed’ through Moe 
Roger Gillard 


The Coalie’ hauled by R707, leads the 
ARHS tour special through the Haunted Hills 
near Moe on Sat.17.7.93 Bryce Leydon 
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DEER PARK — AGAIN 


While writing the story 
of the ‘Deer Park 


A... to Power Parade, en- 


gine number 36 was sold by the VR 
to the contractor Riley in December 
1889. It was originally a 2-2-2, but was 
converted to an 0-6-0 in 1872. 

I haven’t heard of any connection 
| between Riley and the construction of 
the line between Bacchus Marsh and 
Ballan so it seemed unlikely that an 
engine belonging to him would have 
been running through Deer Park, one 
of the names given in the album. Because we know the date 
of the sale, we can suppose that the pictures were taken no 
later than December 1889. 

Iasked Norm where he got them and he told me they were 
given to him many years ago by the engineman, Jack Fraser, 
who was the son of another engineman, Larry (Lawrence) 


; sy eee 
Workmen's Trains (June), Fraser and Norm thought it likely that 
Larry was the fireman in the photo- 


these two pictures were sent to 
graphs. He also has Larry’s VR Record 


me by Norm De Pomeroy, : of Service, which shows that he had 
who asked me to put a date : been taken on asa VR fireman in May 
on them : 1889, a few months short of his 21st 

: birthday. 
: On the subject of the likelihood 
> of a fireman with only seven months 
: service being allowed to fire on the 
* main line, the record gave the answer 
that Larry had previous experience firing for private con- 
tractors and had had produced testimonials as to his 

reliability. 

If we accept that Larry was the fireman in the photographs, 
then they could not have been taken earlier than May 1889 
and because of the loco’s sale, no later than December 1889. 


Jack McLean 


Ce 2 


eee eer eer eee 


Having established, I hope, that the photographs were 
taken during that seven month period, I next had to be sure 
that the station was the one we now know as Deer Park. 

I ignored the white ink captions in the album as that 
method of labelling photographs was common before World 
War Two, about the time that Jack Fraser came into posses- 
sion of them. In any case, the name Sunshine was not used 
until 6 August 1907, which was a couple of decades after the 
supposed date of the photographs. It seemed far more likely 
that they were taken on the same day at the same place. 

In the first photograph (looking south), the building seems 
to be identical to the one at Deer Park, where 80 (?) years 
later, the McLeans used to watch Les Court run trains on 
cold and frosty mornings. The small signal bay we knew was 
probably added for the first interlocking in 1899. That it was 
Deer Park was confirmed by two railway enthusiasts who 
were schoolboys in the area in the 1940s. It would have been 
nice if the station name sticker on the Lux lamp was readable. 
If it showed Kororoit, then the picture would have been 
taken before 4 December 1889 and if it showed Deer Park, 
it would have been after that date. Although the shadow of 
the Lux lamp suggests a summer morning, the station master 
standing on the platform and the guard leaning on the port 
side buffer are in conventional uniform. The driver and the 
fireman wore broad brimmed hats for the summer day; 
the latter is leaning on a fire iron. 

In the second photograph (looking south), the engine has 
been photographed against a corrugated iron goods shed, the 
contract for which Mick Guiney tells me was signed in 1885. 
The guard has taken off his coat, but he still has something in 
the pocket of his waistcoat which might be a guard’s running 
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statement. All of the details appear to match up with what we 
know of the Deer Park station. The crossing loop, which 
appears in both pictures, is of interest. The branch from Bray- 
brook Junction to Melton was opened on 2 April 1884 and 
was one of the three known places where the staff was second 
hand. The staff for the section Braybrook Junction - Mount 
Atkinson was still engraved Wail - Dimboola and the staff 
for the section Mount Atkinson - Melton was still engraved 
Donnybrook - Beveridge. (The late L T C Rolt would not 
have been pleased.) The date on which Kororoit/Deer Park 
became a staff station has eluded my inquiries. It is not 
marked with a dagger symbol in the Working Time Table 
(WTT) for 12 August 1889, but is shown in the WTT for 
17 March 1890. The latter WTT shows the staff sections as 
Braybrook Junction - Deer Park - Rockbank - Melton - 
Parwan - Bacchus Marsh and so a crossing loop shown in a 
photograph supposed to have been taken in the latter part 
of 1889 would not be an anachronism. 

There have been some interesting questions raised about 
what this train was doing, with one engine, one car and one 
van, (terminating and running cma) at Deer Park. 

Who took the photograph? 

Was it a demonstration run by the VR prior to the sale of 
the engine to the contractor? (It is in excellent condition, sir, 
and only needs four new tyres, yes, tyres. You should have 
no difficulty getting an RWC.) 

Did it come across the relatively new Brooklyn loop line 
from Newport, or did it carry an inspector representing the 
engineer of existing lines for an examination of the new 
crossing loop? Did he take the photograph? 

Good guesses are encouraged, but there will be no prizes. 
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An overview of recent sightings and observations 


GENERAL 


S CLASS LOCO WORKINGS: 
Specific sightings have been 
contributed. There are others set out 
in other sections and these have 


been highlighted. 

Tues.22.6: §313-S306-S301-T369. 

Up Long Island steel. Through 
Richmond at 07 55. 

Wed.23.6: X31-S300 (a great 
combination). Down Long Island 
empty coil steel through Caulfield 
at 11 29. 

Sat.26.6: $313-X46 ran an empty 
spoil train from Brooklyn - 
Ringwood, arriving at the up 
platform at 01 01. The train had to 
be split as it was too long to run- 
around. 

The front half was uncoupled 
and placed in the centre track after 
which the locos ran-around, 
assembled the train and proceeded 
to Mitcham where the down 
platform track was being dug up. 

The train proceeded to 
Brooklyn to unload after being 
filled with dirty ballast. 

X46 was placed on the Mitcham 
end of the train and S313 on the 
Brooklyn end and the train ran to 
Mitcham, where it was re-loaded 
and then it travelled to Box Hill 
‘wrong line’. It then crossed to the 
up line and proceeded to 
Brooklyn. 

Sun.18.7: C502-S300-28 wagons. 

Up superfreighter through West 
Footscray at 11 15. 


YARRAGON: Due to road building 
in Yarragon, K183 (alias K162?), has 
been moved to a temporary position 
closer to the Princes Highway. The 
removal of trees around the site, 
makes the loco more visible from 
road and rail. All we need now is 
the real K183 to make another trip 
to Yarragon so the two 183s can be 
seen together. 


SOUTH WEST -— Geelong - 


Warrnambool - Cressy - 
Mt Gambier - Ararat 


MT GAMBIER: Over the past 
month, the Tottenham Yard - 

Mt Gambier goods, as observed at 
Mt Gambier, has been hauled by 
either a single G or X class loco, 
except on Mon.16.8 when X42-G511 
formed the motive power. 


GEELONG LOCO DEPOT 
VISITS: 


Sat.26.6: G539, G540, G543, N472, 
1382, T408, X50, Y135, Y163. 

Sat.3.7: G528, H1, H4, N454, T1382, 
1386, T392, T408, Y135, Y156, 
Y163. 

Sat.10.7: G521, G526, G536, H5, 
N466, T390, T392, T409, X31, 
X41, X52, Y156. 

Sat.17.7: A77, G532, G540, H5, N453, 
1369, 1379, 1392, Y135, Y147, 
Y156. 

Sat.24.7: G515, G516, G530, N467, 
$300, T1379, T382, T388, 1389, 
T390, T1392, T408, Y135, Y147. 

Sat.31.7: G516, G526, G529, G542, 
H1, H5, N460, T1388, T396, 1399, 
Y135, Y147. 

Sat.7.8: G513, G516, G526, G530, 
G532, G543, H4, H5, N474, 1371, 
T396, Y135, Y156. 

Sat.14.8: G513, G516, G526, G529, 
G542, N471, T374, T392, 1402, 
T408, X41, X54, Y147, Y156. 

1413, W241 and W244 were present 
on each visit. 


GHERINGHAP: As a departure 
from the normal method of listing 
Gheringhap observations, individual 
days have been selected and traffic is 


listed in chronological order. The 
general flow is as previously logged. 


Sunday 1 August: 

14 20: N: 12 15 (8115) down Ballarat 
pass. (diverted). 

19 38: N: 13 15 (8146) up Dimboola 
pass. (diverted). 

21 44: G515-C503-S311: Dry Creek - 
Dynon goods (9150). 

23 02: N: 2155 (8143) down Mildura 
pass. 


Wednesday 4 August: 


01 04: X-S-X: Mildura - Melbourne 
Yard goods (9152). 

03 24: G-18 wagons: North Geelong 
- Cowangie block gypsum 
(9137). 

03 28: G-11 wagons: Mt Gambier - 
South Dynon goods (9192). 

05 16: G-G530-35 wagons: 
Maryborough - North 
Geelong grain (9186). 

05 53: C510-C503-34 wagons: Dry 
Creek - Melbourne Yard 
goods (9170) (diverted). 

06 30: G516-G536-40 wagons: 
Maryborough - North 
Geelong grain (9122). 

09 00: A73-N463: 07 55 (8105) down 
Dimboola pass. 


N473 on 8237 12 55 pass. to Geelong crosses N460 on 8244 12 30 


ex Geelong at Newport. Thurs.29.7.93 Alan Greenhill 


09 47: 


10 31: 


11 03: 


11 16: 


11 56: 


12 06: 


13 15: 


13 22: 


14 03: 


14 52: 


15. 23% 


15 29: 


17 22: 


18 30: 


19 49: 


22 15: 


N459: 08 50 (8109) down 
Ballarat pass. (diverted). 
N454: 06 30 (8130) up 
Dimboola pass. 

T408-6 wagons: North 
Geelong - Gheringhap goods 
(gypsum). 

T408: Gheringhap - North 
Geelong goods (gypsum). 
X54-14 wagons: Corio - 
Dimboola oil (9153). 

N459: 11 20 (8134) up Ballarat 
pass. (diverted). 

N465: 12 15 (8115) down 
Ballarat pass. (diverted). 
G543-G528-35 wagons: 
Maryborough - North 
Geelong grain. 

C503-C510-45 wagons: Dynon 
- Port Adelaide goods (9169). 
C501-705-50 wagons: Dry 
Creek - Dynon goods (9150) 
(diverted). 

N465: 14 40 (8140) up Ballarat 
pass. (diverted). 
G530-G533-40 wagons: North 
Geelong - Maryborough 
empty grain (9121). 
N463-A73: 13 25 (8146) up 
Dimboola pass. 
G543-G528-40 wagons: North 
Geelong - Maryborough 
empty grain (9123). 
X41-X49-22 wagons: 
Melbourne Yard - Mildura 
goods (9141). 

G524-9 wagons: Tottenham 
Yard - Mt Gambier goods 
(9193). 


Friday 6 August: 


00 02: 


02 13: 
03 35: 
03 40: 
05 13: 


05 55: 


06 14: 


08 59: 
09 08: 
09 55: 
10 36: 
12 07: 


G-G-40 wagons: North 
Geelong - Maryborough 
empty grain (9152). 
X-X-30+ wagons: 9152. 
G-40 wagons: 9137. 

G-10 wagons: 9192. 
C502-BL31-49 wagons: 
Melbourne - Adelaide goods 
(9199) (extra). 

C510-C503-46 wagons: 9170 
(diverted). 

G531-G533-40 wagons: 
Maryborough - North 
Geelong grain (9126). 

N475: 8105. 

G516-G536-34 wagons: 9122. 
A78: 8109 (diverted). 

N464: 8130 (diverted). 

A78: 8134 (diverted). 
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G537 on stabled grain hoppers looks on as A70 runs around to form the 


14 00 up pass. at Dimboola. Sat.17.7.93 Mark Carter 


12 40: A77-5 wagons: 9153. 

13 00: T408-H5: 9135. 

13 20: ?: 9124. 

13 25: ?: 8115 (diverted). 

14 04: ?: 9169. 

14 12: H5-T408-7 wagons: 9136. 

15 17: BL28-31 wagons: 9150 
(diverted). 

15 40: A81: 8140 (diverted). 

15 44: G516-G536-20 wagons: 9121. 

16 45: N475: 8146. 

18 11: N: 8133. 

19 34: N455: 18 45 (8148) up Ballarat 
pass. 

20 46: G524-29 wagons: 9141. 

22 05: G528-3 wagons: 9193. 

23 01: N455: 21 55 (8143) down 
Mildura pass. 

23 36: G-G-26 wagons: 9125. 

Thursday 19 August: 

00 05: X-X-3? wagons: 9152. 

00 09: G-G-32 wagons: 9125. 

03 25: X-G-G-21 wagons: 9192. 

04 21: G-G-31 wagons: 9126. 

05 30: G541-20 wagons: 9140. 

06 01: 21 10 (8110) up Mildura pass. 

07 29: G536-G526-33 wagons: 9122. 

08 23: G542-G515-24 wagons: 9186. 

08 55: A81: 8105. 

12 17: G541-H2-28 wagons: Corio - 
Mildura oil (9139). 

12 40: H5-8 wagons: 9135. 

12 51: H5-5 wagons: 9136. 

14 28: C506-BL30-60 wagons: 9169. 

15 04: G526-40 wagons: 9121. 

16 45: A81: 8146. 

17 07: G515-G542-22 wagons: 9123. 

18 12: N455: 8133. 


20 37: G513-24 wagons: 9141. 
22 25: X42-20 wagons: 9193. 
23 03: N: 8143. 

23 08: G-24 wagons: 9152. 
23 35: G-20 wagons: 9125. 


WEST — 
Ballarat - Ararat - Adelaide 


LAST TRAIN WAS A BUS: 

The Ballarat Courier reported on 
Mon.23.8 that passengers who had 
thought they would be travelling on 
the very last train from Melbourne 
to Dimboola were surprised at the 
weekend to find they wouldn’t be 
travelling by rail after all. 

Following a last-minute 
cancellation of many country trains, 
the Dimboola train, which was going 
to be decorated for the occasion, was 
replaced by two buses. 


The move was in response to 
problems incurred with picketers 
at Bairnsdale. 


The Ararat Advertiser was very 
critical of the cancellation, saying 
that many people had planned to 
earn a place in history by being 
among the last passengers. It went 
on to say that a knee-jerk reaction 
denied them this opportunity and if 
the PTC had made a few telephone 
calls, they would have known no 
action such as that at Bairnsdale was 
planned. Instead there was to be 
only a symbolic protest and the 
Wimmera’s civic leaders planned to 
mark the occasion in an honourable 
way by riding on the train. 


NORTH WEST — Mildura 


VALE VINELANDER: 

The last up Vinelander ran, ex- 
Mildura, on Sun.12.9 with the last 
down train departing Melbourne on 
Fri.10.9. 


NORTH — 
Bendigo - Swan Hill - Echuca 


ECHUCA: The new Master Train 
Plan, issued on 22 August 1993, has 
minor changes. Train 9083 now 
departs Melbourne Yard at 21 05, 
arriving Echuca at the same time as 
before, i.e. 05 20. 

The return, 9084, departs 
Deniliquin 3 hours 20 minutes later, 
at 14 50, arriving Echuca 16 55. 
Arrival at Bendigo is 2 hours later, at 
20 05, with departure the same time, 
21 05. 

The Echuca - Moulamein timetable 
remains unaltered. 


21 15 (9083) Melbourne Yard - 

Deniliquin goods: 

Thurs.22.7: Arrived 05 30. 
T400-VLCX-5xVQRF departed 
07 03. 

Fri.23.7: T371-VLCX-8xVQRF 
departed 07 00. 

Thurs.29.7: T379-VLCX-10x VZMF- 
12xVQRF departed 08 15. 

Wed.11.8: X33-VLCX-10xVQRF 
departed 07 45. 

Fri.13.8: X33-VLCX-11xVQRF 
departed 07 48. 

Mon.16.8: X32-VLCX-8x VQRF 
departed 07 00. 

Tues.17.8: X35-T402 arrived 08 10. 

Thurs.19.8: T369-VLCX-5x VQRF. 

Fri.20.8: X34-VLCX-7x VORF 
departed 07 15. 

11 30 (9084) Deniliquin - Melbourne 

Yard goods: 

Wed.21.7: T388-2xVZTX arrived 
13 14. 

Thurs.22.7: T400-VLCX-2x VZTX- 
5xVQRF arrived 12 01. 

Fri.23.7: T371-VLCX-5xVQRF 
arrived 12 50 and departed at 15 10 
as A78-T371-5x VLCX-6x VHGF- 
25x VORF. 

Mon.26.7: X37-VLCX-8x VQRF 
arrived 16 06. 

Wed.28.7: X37-VLCX-8x VORF 
arrived 16 13. 

Thurs.29.7: T379-VLCX-10x VHGF 
arrived 16 58. 

Mon.2.8: X31-T400-10x VZMF- 
5xVLCX departed 16 30. 
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X37 at Deniliquin after an accident with a gravel truck on 
Fri.30.8.93 Bernard Baker 


Fri.13.8: X33-VLCX-14x VQRF 
arrived 15 00 and proceeded as 
X33-T388-5x VLCX-28x VORF. 

Mon.16.8: X32-VLCX-8x VQRF 
arrived 16 00 and proceeded as 
X32-T396-5x VLCX-6x VORF 
(empty)-19xVQRE. 

Tues.17.8: T402-VLCX-8xVQRF 
arrived 16 33. 

Wed.18.8: X34-VLCX-VZTX- 
8xVQRE arrived 16 06. 

Thurs.19.8: X35-T369-5x VLCX- 
15x VZSX-4xVQRF (empty)- 
21xVQRF in the yard at 17 00. 

Fri.20.8: X34-2xVZSX-VLCX- 
6xVQREF arrived 15 40. 

Mon.23.8: T379- VLCX-7x VQRF 
arrived 15 38 and continued as 
X31-T379-5xVLCX-26xVQRE at 


17 00. 
Ea 


06 00 (9067) Echuca - Moulamein 
goods: 
Wed.21.7: X32-26xVHGF departed 
09 30. 
10 30 (9068) Moulamein - Echuca 
goods: 
Fri.23.7: A78-17x VHGEF arrived 15 35. 
Tues.27.7: X38-30xVHGEF arrived 
14 07. 
Thurs.29.7: X31-29xVHGEF arrived 
14 45. 
Mon.2.8: X31-21xVHGEF arrived 
12 45. 
Tues.17.8: X35-17xVHGEF arrived 
16 13. 
Thurs.19.8: X36-11xVZSX-33x VHGF 
arrived 14 58. 
Mon.23.8: X31-16xVHGEF arrived 
13 16. 


BENDIGO LOCO DEPOT 

VISITS: 

Sun.11.7: A70, G532, G540, N451, 
P15, 1367, T371, X42, Y138. 

Sun.18.7: N474, P22, T367, T390, 
T409, X36, Y138. 

Sun.25.7: N470, P19, P22, T367, 
1402, X37, Y138. 

Sun.1.8: N466, P21, T367, T400, X31, 
X36, X45, Y138. 

Sun.8.8: N451, P22, T367, T390, X33, 
X45, X47, Y138. 

Sun.15.8: N461, P13, P14, $301, T367, 
1396, X32, Y138. 

Sun.22.8: N468, T367, T379, X31, 
Y138. 


Sun.29.8: N467, P16, T367, T379, 
1390, X31, X35, Y138. 


BENDIGO SIGHTINGS: 


11 30 (9084) Deniliquin - Melbourne 

Yard goods: 

Thurs.1.7: X42-T409-31 wagons 
arrived 18 35. 

Fri.2.7: N459-X33-T369 awaiting 
departure. 

Tues.6.7: X41-T408-5x VLCX- 
26xVQRF arrived 18 45. 

Mon.12.7: X42-T371-7x VHGF- 
5x VLCX-24xVQREF arrived 19 06. 

Wed.14.7: X38-X43-T408-P21 
awaiting departure. 

Mon.19.7: X36-T390 arrived 17 16. 

Fri.23.7: A78-1371 arrived 16 35. 
X40-A78-1371-H4-10x VLCX- 
6x VHGF-25xVQRF departed 21 11. 
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Mon.26.7: X37-T402-5x VLCX- 
28xVQREF arrived 18 46. P19 plus 
extra loading attached. 

Tues.27.7: AG0-X38-T396 awaiting 
departure. 

Wed.28.7: X37-T391 arrived 18 42. 
A81 plus extra loading attached. 

Fri.30.7: X41-T392-6x VHGF- 
4xVLCX-25xVQRF arrived 20 14. 
6xVHGF detached and 5x VLCX 
added. Consist on departure was 
$317-X41-T392-Y119. 

Mon.2.8: X36-X31-T400-X37 waiting 
time. (X37 damaged in level 
crossing accident}, 

Wed.4.8: X31-T400-T371. 

Fri.6.8: X42-T374-N460. 

Mon.16.8: X32-T396 arrived 18 44. 
P14-4xVLCX added. 

Mon.23.8: X31-T379 arrive 19 09. 
A73 added. 

Other sightings: 

Mon.5.7: X44-5xVZMEF (loaded) 
departed on the up at 09 25. 
G532-G535-40xVHGEF arrived ex- 
Swan Hill at 18 50. 

Mon.12.7: G540-G527-27x VHGF 
arrived from Piangil at 21 27. 

Wed.14.7: X38-9xVZMF (empty) 
arrived ex-Swan Hill line at 14 22. 

Fri.16.7: X38 departed light engine 
for Rochester at 07 15. 

Mon.2.8: X45-$317-13xVHGEF arrived 
ex-Swan Hill at 17 29. 

Wed.4.8: $313-X36-16x VHGEF arrived 
ex-Swan Hill. 

Fri.6.8: $310-X31-19x VHGEF arrived 
ex-Swan Hill. 


X45 at Pyramid whilst working a Bendigo to Swan Hill ballast 
on Thurs.5.8.93 Bernard Baker 


Mon.9.8: X45-X47-20xVHGEF arrived 
ex-Swan Hill. 

Mon.16.8: $301-X34-20x VHGF 
arrived ex-Swan Hill at 17 31. 

Wed.18.8: $300-X31-20x VHGF 
arrived ex-Swan Hill at 17 47. 

Fri.20.8: X43-X54-20xVHGEF arrived 
ex-Elmore. 

Thurs.26.8: X51-S306-20x VHGF 
arrived 19 30. 


14 50 (TuTh) (9080) Swan Hill - 
Tottenham Yard goods: 


Thurs.1.7: X47 awaiting departure. 


Tues.6.7: X40-T392-VLCX-6x VI QF 
arrived 18 42. 


Tues.27.7: X31-N460-31 wagons 
arrived 19 30. 


Thurs.29.7: X40-T369-4x VZBF- 
4xVLCX-5xVTQEF arrived 16 45. 
X40 was detached and departed 
with the fire attack train (eeted in 
Bendigo yard for the previous two 
months), bound for Ballarat via 
Maryborough, at 19 15. 


Thurs.5.8: X33-X45-9xVZMF- 
7x VZSX-2x VIQF-3x VHGF- 
5x VTQF-21xVHGEF arrived 19 21. 


Tues.10.8: X49-$313-T402. 
Thurs.12.8: $313-X31. 


Thurs.19.8: X48-S307-X33-7x VZMF- 
5x VIQF-VLCX-7x VTQF- 
3x VLCX-2x VIQF-20x VHGF 
arrived 18 30. 


Thurs.26.8: $300-X45. 


10 00 (TuF) (9055) Tottenham 
Yard - Bendigo Workshops goods: 


Fri.23.7: H4 arrived mid-afternoon. 
(schedule 13 10) 


Fri.30.7: S317 arrived 16 00. 


NORTH EAST — 
Cobram - Albury 


MANGALORE: August was a 
month of considerable interest. It 
saw the introduction of a new broad 
gauge superfreighter, the 11 35 (9352) 
(M-F) Mooroopna - Dynon, which 
conveys container loading from 
Shepparton and Mooroopna. 


This train, usually hauled by H, P 
or T class locos, or combinations, 
passes Mangalore at about 13 05 and 
the early afternoon is now quite 
busy in the area. The 12 00 down 
Albury pass. crosses the 10 10 (2390) 
up Bandiana superfreighter at Avenel 
at 13 26 and the 12 30 up Albury 
pass. goes through at about 14 45. 


T400 heads the 11 35 up Shepparton superfreighter No.9352 to Dynon 
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through Broadford at 14 01 on Fri.27.8.93 lan Woollett 


The Albury pass. has occasionally 
been double-headed, but the 
highlight of the month was on 
Tues.24.8 when the 12 00 (8311) 
down pass. was hauled by 
$301-S302-S300. 

R707 passed Mangalore three 
times in two days on Wed.18.8 and 
Thurs.19.8. The train, consisting of 
R707-Norman-Murray-Z car, was 
hired by Dunlop-Pacific as part of a 
promotional exercise at Mangalore 
airport involving management and 
racing car drivers. 

Other highlights: 
= Mon.2.8:T371-H4. The first run of 
9352. A77-S31l. Down Wodonga 
oil at 22 38. 

Tues.3.8: N465-S317-X45. Down 

Albury pass. at 13 22. 

Sat.7.8: H1-T369-T392. Down 

Shepparton goods at 03 41. 

Fri.13.8: A81-$313-X49. Down 

Albury pass. at 13 20. 

Tues.17.8: N46Z-S307. Down 

Albury pass. at 13 18. 

Sat.21.8: $313. Down Wodonga oil 

at 00 20. A71-S307. Up Albury 

pass. at 08 40. 

® Sun.22.8: N453. Up broad gauge 
Melbourne Express at 07 39. 


STANDARD GAUGE 


MANGALORE: Little of interest 
sighted. The Me/bourne Express was 
noted being hauled by double- 
headed combinations of G and 81 
class locos on each Sunday of the 
month. On Sat.31.7 8175 was noted 
hauling an XPT trailer on the down 
at 17 27. 


EAST — Bairnsdale 


LAST TRAIN TO 
BAIRNSDALE???: On Sat.21.8 two 
enthusiasts boarded the 08 36 
(8047) down Bairnsdale pass. with a 
view to enjoying the last train ride 
to that city. Consist was A78-D- 
N5-N9 and many railfans were 
amongst the passengers. 

On arrival at Traralgon, passengers 
were transferred to five buses for the 
remainder of the journey. The reason 
given was that ‘some sort of protest 
had delayed the up train from 
departing Bairnsdale’. 

Arrival at Bairnsdale was at 13 00 
and passengers alighted in the main 
street as the railway station area was 
too crowded with protesters, media, 
disenchanted travellers and 


onlookers. 


On deciding not to get involved 
and instead return to Melbourne, the 
enthusiasts discovered that the PTC 
had cancelled all transport services 
into and out of Bairnsdale, 
apparently in retribution to the 
seizure of the N474 and its train by 
the locals. 


Eventually, after spending $100 on 
taxi fare, the duo arrived back at 
Traralgon with a view to catching 
the 17 00 (8438) up pass. 
(A77-N1-D). 

There was time to take some 
observations and the following was 
noted: 


= Traralgon: 


No.4 track: X35-2x VQLX-2xVQFX- 
2x VQLX-VLEX-4xVFNX. 


No.3 track: VQEX-VQLX. 
Up end dead-end siding: 11xVFNX. 
Loco shed: X40, VLCX (repair). 


Turntable: T382, A85, RT34, RT24 
(stored), VFNX (repair), 
3x VFNX-VCLX (stored). 


= Morwell: 
No.3 track: RT31-VCLX-VOBX. 
No.4 track: 4x VQLX. 


= Pakenham: 


Crossed X48-X52-2xN sets on down 
Bairnsdale pass. (8431). Advice 
was received that this train would 
terminate at Sale, with no 
connecting transport to Bairnsdale. 


WARRAGUL NEWS: On Fri.16.7 
the 17 53 (4083) down Warragul 
pass. was stabled on the stabling 
siding beside the down platform 
instead of on No2 track as is usually 
done. Both the Saturday up and 
down and Monday services used the 
siding, as No2 track was reserved for 
R707 and a special ‘mixed’ train, 
whilst the 13 05 (8432) up Bairnsdale 
pass. ran through. 


No.2 track has been used to stable 
the suburban set overnight and 
through the weekend since late 1992, 
as the moves to and from it can be 
set and signalled from the panel in 
the station building. It does not 
require, as in the past, the signalman 
to walk out and admit or release. 


The new timetable as from 
Sun.22.8 has only minor changes. 
The same set is no longer used to 
run the 13 54 (4081) down, 16 26 
(4116) up and 17 44 (4891) down 
Warragul pass. 4891 now travels via 
Spencer Street and the loop. The 


05 54 (4004) up Warragul pass. now 
runs direct to Flinders Street and 
Spencer Street. (Its predecessor, 
4008, ran via the loop in recent 
times.) 


METROPOLITAN 


STONY POINT PASS.: 


= 7369 hauled the train between 
Wed.21.7 and Wed.28.7. 

= J402 took over from Fri.30.7 to 
Mon.9.8. A notable exception 
during this period was when Pil 
was used on Tues.3.8. 

= T400 was used on Mon.9.8, 
Tues.10.8, Wed.18.8 and Thurs.19.8 

= 1369 operated the train on 
Thurs.12.8, Fri.13.8 and Sat.14.8. 


FRANKSTON: 


14 45 (9531) Tottenham Yard - 

Long Island block steel: 

Thurs.22.7: G538-X53-30 wagons at 
16 30. 

Mon.2.8: G537-X53-31 wagons at 
16 32. 


i 
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Tues.3.8: C508-X53-27 wagons at 
16 32. 

Mon.9.8: G538-X53-32 wagons at 
16 30. 

Sat.14.8: G534-S317 (stencilled 
number)-33 wagons at 16 40. 


On Sat.14.8 the 07 10 (9522) Long 
Island - Tottenham Yard block steel 
consisted of G532- 
$302-S313-28 wagons. $313 had the 
loco numbers stamped on the side 


of the body. 


DANDENONG: 


17 20 (8427) Down Traralgon pass.: 

Sat.24.7: A71-X51-X31-N13 (5 cars) 
at 18 07. 

Sat.31.7: X41-S306-N1 at 18 11. 

Sat.14.8: X48-X53-N19 at 18 05. 

The Tottenham Yard - Dandenong 

goods and return (9537/9538) usually 


consists of a T class loco and 
between three to five wagons. 


On Sun.8.8 X51-X46 ran a special 
through Dandenong at 15 55. 
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New signs now welcome visitors and 
locals to Belgrave. The signs 
incorporate the Puffing Billy logo on 
a green background. Sherbrooke 
Council installed the signs which were 
paid for by the Belgrave Traders’ 
Association. August 1993 Bryce Leydon 
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X40 stands at Traralgon after arriving on 9441 goods. Fri.20.8.93 John Dennis 


Md 


NEWSRAIL October 1993 


WORKS 


A round-up of News, Tenders and items from the Weekly Operational Notices 


GENERAL 


BAIRNSDALE - ORBOST AND 
LEONGATHA - BARRY BEACH: 
Tenders were called for the complete 
dismantling of both these lines. 


ECHUCA: The town’s economy has 
been given a significant, though in- 
direct, boost through capital works 
being carried out at the railway yards. 


The state funded upgrading, be- 
lieved to be worth about $250 000, 
began in January and is expected to last 
until December. 


The project covers the railway line 
from the station to Ogilvie Avenue and 
includes re-conditioning the sidings in 
Annesley Street and at the rice mill. 
The PTC intends to replace 250 000 
sleepers in the region extending from 
St Albans to Deniliquin. 


Bundles of pressed steel sleepers are 
being freighted in from Robinvale to 
be laid on the new rice mill sidings. Of 
interest is the fact that these sleepers 
were manufactured at the iron and 
steel centre of Longwy in northern 
France and were originally intended 
for rail lines in sandy country, as their 
hollow construction allows them to 
press down into the loose sand. 


KERANG: Kerang railway station is 
to be officially de-staffed on 22 August. 
One staff member will remain, but he 


=> 


will not be involved in the provision 
of passenger service. 


MAFFRA: Maffra station has been 
boarded up since its closure in 
November 1992. The rail tractor is still 
in the yard but traffic has been minimal 
this year. Recent local press comments 
have stated that 5000 tonnes of milk 
products are railed from Maffra each 
year and this business will be handled 
in Sale. 


Shunting at Maffra is now per- 
formed by Murray Goulburn person- 
nel and a limit of shunt sign has been 
erected at the Stratford end of the 
yard. 


NORTH GEELONG C SIGNAL- 
BOX: The following point and signal 
alterations have taken place: 


= Single ended points and associated 
catch points 45, leading from the 
cripple siding to the main line, were 


abolished. 


Dwarf signal 45, leading from the 
cripple siding to the main line, has 
been abolished. (0.0639/93 WON 
23/93) 


ROCHESTER: Rochester _ station, 
built in the early 1860s, is to be closed 
down. It will be leased as an inform- 
ation centre and craft shop. The town 
was last serviced by regular passenger 
trains about 10 years ago. 


Installing the 70 foot turntable at Yarrawonga on Sat.13.3.93. The turntable came from Dimboola Joe Hilton 


WEEKLY OPERATIONAL 
NOTICES 


BALLARAT LINE (via Bacchus 
Marsh): Sprinter trains are permitted 
to operate on this line at the same 
speed as that authorised for X class 
locos, except that Sprinters may oper- 
ate at 130 km/h between the 21 km to 
36 km post and the 39 km to 50 km 
post. (0.0638/93 WON23/93) 


DRIVER ONLY OPERATION: 
Until further notice, all three carriage 
Comeng shuttle service electric trains 
operating between Newport and Wil- 
liamstown will run as driver only 
trains. (O.483/ 93 WON19/93) 

All three carriage Comeng shuttle 
service electric suburban trains operat- 
ing between Camberwell and Alemein 
will run as driver only trains. 
(0.0579/93 WON22/93) 

As from 00 01 on Sun.13.6 the dock- 
ing or shunting to platform and/or 
sidings will be in accordance with 
Driver Only Operation instructions. 
(0.0576/93 WON21/63) 


STANDARD GAUGE: XPT trains 
are permitted to operate between 
Spencer Street - Albury at the same 
maximum speed as that authorised for 
X class locos, except that the XPT 
trains may operate at up to 130 km/h 
between the 17 km post (down end 
of Broadmeadows) and the 298 km 
post (within Wodonga Loop), subject 


to any lesser speed restrictions. 
(0.0637/93 WON22/93) 


RULES AND REGULATIONS: The 
SRANSW has advised that the white 
tail disc will no longer be displayed on 
the rear of passenger trains, both inter 
and intrastate. 

Commencing Tues.15.6, all standard 
gauge passenger trains between Mel- 
bourne - Albury will display a red light 
on the rear of the last carriage by both 
day and night. 

In the case of an emergency, an end- 
of-train marker may be placed on the 
rear of a passenger train. (0.0559/93 
WON21/93) 


BAIRNSDALE: Until further notice, 
the driver of 9430 goods will be re- 
sponsible for the signalling arrange- 
ments for the arrival of the train. 
Prior to ceasing duty, the signalman 
at Bairnsdale must place the down 
home signal to the proceed position 
and inform the train controller accor- 
dingly. 0.0657/93 (WON24/93) 


BASE RADIO CHANNELS: With 
the closure of control room 7, the 
following lines will be controlled by 
the Bendigo train controller in room 11 
between 06 00 and 22 00, Monday to 
Friday. 

At other times, they will be con- 
trolled by the standard gauge train 
controller. Additionally, all trains 
operating within the mentioned corri- 
dors are to operate on channel 4 at all 
times, except when operating on the 
Melbourne - Albury broad gauge, 
where they are to operate on channel 6. 
Seymour - Cobram: Channel 4 
Benalla - Oaklands: Channel 4 
Shepparton - Dookie: Channel 4 
Shepparton - Toolamba and Echuca: 
Channel 4 (W/ON27/93) 


BUANGOR AND TRAWALLA: 
Until further notice, permission is 
granted to use the staff exchange box 
at Buangor and Trawalla for train 8146 
on Tuesday to Saturday inclusive. 
0.0895/93 (WON31/93) 


CAMPERDOWN: On Fri.30.7 Cam- 
perdown was closed as a train order 
crossing station. 

All fixed signals have been placed 
and secured in the proceed position 
and the plungers on the points have 
been secured with V5P.SW padlocks. 


CAULFIELD - TOORAK: On Sun. 
15.8 the following signals on the up 
and down Caulfield through and local 
lines were converted from semaphore 
signals to colour light signals: 

D271, F271, D276, F276, D262, F262, 
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D259, F259, D252, F252, D249, F249, 
F242, D237, F237, F230, D225, F225, 
F200, D213, F213. 

In addition, the semaphore signal 
arms on automatic signals D242, D230 
and D220 will be abolished and the 
existing colour light co-acting signals, 
as indicated on circular O.0799/93, 
will become the operating units. 

Automatic signals D161, F161, D288 
and F288 will be temporarily out of 
service during this period. 0.0856/93 
DYNON AND SOUTH DYNON: 
The signal control panel for the Dynon 
and South Dynon areas was relocated 
from South Kensington signalbox to 
West Tower signalbox. 

All signal post numbers remain 
unaltered and the signal post tele- 
phones were incorporated into the 
signalman’s telephone system at West 
Tower. 0.0628/93 (WON23/93) 
FRANKSTON: The four disc signals 
on signal post 5, controlled by levers 
64, 65, 66 and 67, will be lowered 
approximately 1300 mm, to allow for 
improved viewing from the signalbox. 

Train stops were provided on signal 
posts 8 and 9 on Sun.10.8. 0.825/93 

On Wed.4.8 the following altera- 
tions took place: 
= The disc signals on signal posts 6 

and 7 were electrically lit. 
= X track, between signal posts 6 and 

7, was track circuited. 
= The down approach to the pedestr- 

ian booms at Beach Street was 

extended by 87 metres. O.0824/ 93 

The disc signals on signal posts 5 

and 5B were electrically lit. O.0891/93 
(WON31/93) 
KYNETON — DOO: Until further 
notice, the speed of down driver-only 
operated trains must not exceed 80 
km/h between 89.650 km to 91.000 km 
(approaching the down distant signal 
and Kyneton station). O0.0721/93 
(WON26/93) 

The down distant signal, post 1, was 
relocated 937 metres in the up direc- 
tion. 0.0798/93 (WON28/93) 
SUNBURY: On Wed.4.8, B hand 
points, the up end points between 1 
and 1A tracks, were fitted with a C pat- 
tern Annett lock. In addition, a rodded 
derail was provided in 1A track to 
replace the existing derail block. 
0.0822/93 


TENDERS 

The following tenders have been called 

by the PTC: 

= Dismantling, salvage, purchase and 
removal of obsolete communica- 


tions pole line between Dunolly and 

Mildura. 
= Replacement of existing corrugated 
asbestos cement walls at the South 
Dynon maintenance depot. 
Collection, carriage and delivery of 
containers between Dynon rail ter- 
minal, Melbourne container yards 
and the Melbourne Docks. 
Dismantling, purchase, salvage and 
removal of rail track and associated 
overhead infrastructure and some 
buildings in the Jolimont railyards. 
= The provision of rail track lubrica- 
tion services. 
It is proposed to implement the 
lubrication of 1600 mm gauge rail- 
way track to achieve locomotive 
fuel and wear nett cost savings. The 
required method of track lubrication 
is by road/ rail vehicle(s) to be pro- 
vided by the contractor and to be 
operated by the contractor’s skilled 
staff. The service will provide 
guaranteed fuel savings for the PTC, 
plus savings in wheel flange and 
rail wear. 
Purchase and removal of surplus 
machinery, comprising borer, lathe, 
grinders, drill and stamper at Ben- 
digo Workshops. 


National Rail is currently preparing 
tender documents for works incor- 
porating the supply of approximately 
80 000 cubic metres of 53 mm ballast 
associated with the proposed standard 
gauge line upgrade between Somerton 
and Tallarook. 


EXPRESSIONS OF 
INTEREST 


Expressions of interest for the follow- 
ing have been invited by the PTC: 


= Design, documentation and super- 
vision of a new station building, 
pedestrian bridge, lighting and 
passenger shelters at Dandenong 
station. 
= Use of the below listed railway 
stations for commercial and/or com- 
munity use: 
Horsham,* Kerang,* Swan Hill, 
Beaufort, Redcliffs,* Echuca, Mur- 
chison East, Springhurst, Birre- 
gurra,* Winchelsea, Chiltern, Mary- 
borough, Numurkah,* Stratford, 
Korumburra,* Euroa, St Arnaud,* 
Dimboola, Leongatha and Benalla. 
*See item in General News. 
Design and construction of electric 
traction overhead works, railway 
signalling works, bridges and buil- 
dings. 
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BALLARAT 


Further to the item on p.214: A railway 
museum could be established at Bal- 
larat as part of moves to establish the 
Ballarat railway precinct as a major 
tourist destination. 


The Ballarat Regional Board, in 
conjunction with Ballarat University 
College, is undertaking a tourism 
feasibility study to investigate the via- 
bility of the precinct becoming a major 
tourist attraction. 


Special rail tours, both steam and 
diesel hauled, would run to and 
through the city with round trips to 
Maryborough and return via Ararat. 
This would require the retention of 
the Maryborough - Ararat and Ararat - 
Ballarat lines after the Melbourne - 
Adelaide standard gauge line is com- 
pleted. 

The museum would incorporate 
refurbishment and provision of public 
access to the signalboxes at Ballarat 
East, Ballarat yard and Lydiard Street, 
retention of the signal masts, gantries 
and signalling equipment. 

In the long term there would be the 
possible relocation in whole, or part, of 
the Williamstown Railway Museum 


News from the preservation scene 


to the site. Ballarat Courier, 19 August 
1993. 

Memo to ARHS Museum Committee: 
Surprise! surprise! 


FOSTER TURNTABLE 


The turntable is being moved to the 
site of the original turntable at Korum- 
burra. It was used to turn steam locos 
during the Aus Steam 88 steam hauled 
tours. 

The Korumburra turntable pit was 
filled in many years ago, when the 
original turntable was removed and it 
has remained out of sight and mind for 
many years with tracks running over 
the top. It has now been excavated and 
the original brickwork and centre pivot 
are visible. 

According to the South Gippsland 
Sentinal Times, the work is being spon- 
sored by the Coal Creek village 
museum, which is one of the main 
tourist attractions in the area. 

Coal Creek is also one of the rep- 
resentatives on a local steering com- 
mittee which has been formed to make 
representation to have the remainder 
of the South Gippsland line remain 
useable, so that tourist trains can still 
be operated to the area. 


On Sun.18.6.93, J549 storms towards Maldon Frank Cross 


This will involve the preservation of 
the railway infrastructure to prevent 
deterioration and many other tasks, 
such as tree and undergrowth clear- 
ance. 


YARRA VALLEY TOURIST 
RAILWAY 


A motorised trolley service is now in 
operation between Yarra Glen and 
Healesville. Initially it will be operated 
by the society’s fettlers’ trolleys, but 
these are soon to be replaced by a new 
larger 15 seat motorised trolley. 

The trolleys depart Healesville at 
09 20 and Yarra Glen at 10 10. Fares 
have been maintained at existing levels 
for the one-way journey with a slight 
increase for the round trip. 

The runs will operate on each Sun- 
day, except the first Sunday in each 


month and on public holidays. The | 


first Sunday of the month will be a 
train-only day, T341 and wooden car- 
riages, with the first departing for 
Watts Point at 11 00, departures there- 
after being on the hour and half-hour, 
the last train departing at 16 00. 

Further information and booking 
details can be obtained on (03) 730 
1811. 
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MAIL VAN 


A selection of the month’s Letters to the Editor 


The August issue included the article 
Tracking Down Station Names. The 
item originally appeared in a country 
publication Regional News and it was 
reprinted in NEWSRAIL in full. Mr M 
Guiney of Croydon has written a letter 
expressing understandable concern at the 
inaccuracies contained in that article and 
the relevant portion of his letter, correcting 
those inaccuracies, is printed hereunder. 

Mr Guiney was quite severe in his cri- 
ticism and stated that NEWSRAIL should 
have verified the article prior to publica- 
tion. The big question is how and with 
whom? Had I been aware of Mr Guiney’s 
expertise, I could have sent it to him for 
verification, but lam now in a quandary. 
In order to keep faith with him should I 
attempt to verify his information prior to 
publication? Again that begs the question 
— with whom? 

This magazine is dependent on its con- 
tributors for all material. The editorial 
crew have neither the time, nor the exper- 
tise, to verify each item prior to publica- 
f10n, So it is necessary to accept input in 
good faith. 

Mistakes will invariably be printed 
and the only way that NEWSRAIL can 
maintain accuracy is to print subsequent 
amendments as CORRECTIONS. This 
is the standard practice currently being 
followed. It should be noted that correc- 
tions are only made to errors of fact and it 
is the editor's decision as to what is consi- 


dered fact and what is nit-picking. 


‘Initially, I will provide some exact 
dates for those that are missing. South 
Brunswick was renamed Jewell on 1 
February 1954, North Brunswick to 
Anstey on 1 December 1942, Fairfield 
Park to Fairfield on 14 November 1943, 
North Essendon to Strathmore on 1 
March 1955 and East Oakleigh to 
Huntingdale on 1 October 1954. 


Spotswood was opened as Edom in 
1878 and was renamed Bayswater on 
1 September 1881. Exactly one month 
later, 1 October 1881, it was renamed 
Spottiswoode, being shortened to 
Spotswood on 1 August 1905. 


Kooyong was never known as 
North Malvern when it opened for 
traffic. Circular A420/90, issued 7 
March 1890, advised that the station 
was to be called North Malvern, but 
circular A523/90, issued on 21 March 
1890 (three days before both Kooyong 
and the line opened), advised all 
concerned that the name was to be 


Kooyong and it opened as that name 
on 24 March 1890. 


Westgarth opened as Westgarth 
Street on 8 May 1888 and was renamed 
Northcote South on 1 August 1888. 
It was renamed Westgarth on 10 
December 1906. Incidentally, the origi- 
nal Westgarth station was located on 
the up side of the level crossing, the 
present station on the down side of the 
crossing being constructed circa 1912. 


Blackburn was known as Blackburn 
Creek during construction of the Lily- 
dale line, but was named Blackburn 
when opened for traffic on 25 
December 1882. Likewise, during con- 
struction, Mitcham was known as 
Emery’s Hill, but was named Mitcham 
when opened for traffic on 25 
December 1882. 


The four Preston stations, which 
opened on 8 October 1889, were Pres- 
ton Bell Street, Preston Murray Road, 
Preston Regent Street and Preston 
Reservoir. On 1 August 1905, they were 
renamed Bell, Murray, Regent and 
Reservoir respectively. Murray was 
renamed Preston on 1 December 1909. 


The naming of the last two stations 
on the then Fern Tree Gully line is a 
somewhat more complicated issue. 
The contract for the construction of 
the line provided for a station to be 
named Ferntree Gully at the site of the 
current station at Upper Fern Tree 
Gully. As construction of the line 
neared completion, and preparatory 
arrangements were made for the open- 
ing of the line, confusion over the 
naming of the last two stations took 
place. Staff were advised by circular 
A1540/89, issued on 12 November 
1889, that the names of the stations on 
the Ferntree Gully line were to be 
Bayswater (which had been known 
as Macaulay during construction), 
Scoresby and Ferntree Gully. 


Circular A1571/89, issued a few days 
later, amended the names to be Bays- 
water, Upper Ferntree Gully and 
Lower Ferntree Gully. This amend- 
ment no doubt was a result of a deputa- 
tion of Ferntree Gully residents to the 
Railway Commissioners on Wednes- 
day 13 November 1889, requesting that 
the name of Scoresby be altered to 
Upper Ferntree Gully. 


This circular caused District En- 
gineer Jones to write a memorandum 
from Ringwood on 18 November 


1889, advising that an error had been 
made in naming the station at six miles 
eighteen chains (local mileage) Upper 
Ferntree Gully instead of Lower Fern- 
tree Gully, as the terminal station was 
nearer the head of the gully. This 
advice no doubt caused the issue of 
circular 1612/89 by the Traffic 
Manager on 21 November 1889, advis- 
ing that the names of the new stations 
on the Ferntree Gully line had again 
been altered and were now named 
Bayswater, Lower Fern Tree Gully and 
Upper fern Tree Gully. The circular 
also stated that “the terminus is now 
named Upper Fern Tree Gully instead 
of Lower Fern Tree Gully”. A separate 
memorandum issued the same day, 
21 November 1889, advised that the 
Ringwood to Fern Tree Gully line, 
with stations at Bayswater, Lower Fern 
Tree Gully and Upper Fern Tree Gully, 
would be opened for traffic on Tues- 
day 3 December 1889. 


I have never seen the name 
Cemetery used or mentioned in any 
construction reports or other official 
correspondence. 


On 1 October 1962, Lower Ferntree 
Gully was renamed Ferntree Gully. 
Although spelt as separate words at the 
time of opening, over the years Fern 
Tree Gully was spelt as one word. 
Weekly Notice 8, issued 29 February 
1972, carried a notification under the 
heading of Department of Crown 
Lands and Survey, Place Names Com- 
mittee, that the Commissioners had 
approved of the alteration to certain 
station names. Included was the name 
Ferntree Gully which was to be 
re-named [sic] Fern Tree Gully.’ 


NOTHING TO DO ON 


TUESDAY 
NIGHTS? 


Why not visit the 
ARHS Archives 
on the down platform at 
Windsor from 8 p.m.? 


SEE YOU THERE! 
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Reviews, amendments, queries, bits and pieces and the odd spot 


CORRECTIONS 


p.136 column 2: Taggerty was not the 
first airconditioned carriage in the 
British Commonwealth. VR claimed 
the honour for 36AE, but there had 
been previous carriages in Canada 
and Britain. 

p.137 column 1: 

Moyne and Kiewa were intended to 
match Taggerty. Conversion work 
was suspended during World War 2 
and the period of postwar shortages; 
the design was then changed before 
completion. 

p.137 column 2: 

Dining-car service to Ararat com- 
menced in 1908, not 1907. 

p.138 column 1: 

Avoca became the regular Train of 
Knowledge dining car only from 
1982. Up to 1969 Murray was the 
preferred vehicle; in the intervening 
years either could be used, but Mur- 
ray was more common. 

p.139 column 1: 

The breakdown train used the 
former dining car Campaspe, with 
the kitchen and one dining saloon 
intact. 

p.178 column 2: 

The 17 10 down pass. was not The 
Flier. The titled train was a morning 
down (08 25?) and was the Flier. 

p.180 column 1: 

The Healesville services had a 153 hp 
Walker railmotor, hauling a trailer 
on many trips; a 102 hp could not 
haul a trailer. A Derm was used dur- 
ing the final years. 

p.196 column 2: 

There will be no private lines with 
the government changes, only pri- 
vate services running on govern- 
ment lines. 

p.227 caption: 

Trains do not run to Muckleford, 
they stop on the Maldon side of 
the bridge. 

p.232 column 1: 

The system is now known as sec- 
tion-authority working, not alterna- 
tive safeworking system. 

p.253 column 1: 

From 24 December 1992 various 
Warragul, Traralgon and Sale trains 
were renumbered, 4069 to 4083, 
4096 to 4118 and 4083 to 4085. 
14: 
reader has complained about the 
‘omotive distances travelled, re- 


corded in the published list. The 
basis of his complaint is that it is 
necessary to state the time to the 
minute that the distances were 
logged, as one minute later many of 
the locos would have recorded one 
more kilometre extra. As well, he 
states that giving the distance, even 
to the nearest thousand, is excessive 
detail. 


The answer to the complaint is that, 
wherever possible, the distances were 
recorded at the time the loco ceased 
operation for the day. 

In regard to the excessive detail claim, 
which is an unusual statement by a rail 
enthusiast, a logical follow-up to that 
is that it is not necessary to record loco 
numbers or consist details, just the 
class and type of train would do. Why 
even bother with that, just write in 
and report that ‘I saw a train this 
month’, 


REQUESTS 


Mr G Lowe, PO Box 286, Riddell’s 
Creek, 3431, telephone: (054) 28 6892, 
requests any information and photo- 
graphs of the Wonthaggi line, particu- 
larly of the coal operations. Details of 
locomotives and train schedules dur- 
ing the 1940’s and 1950’s would be 
appreciated. All reasonable costs 
incurred will be reimbursed. 


RAIL TALE 


Back in the days when the Victorian 
Railways had a considerable freight 
business (where has it all gone?), staff 
at major marshalling yards were often 
be-devilled by the rule that no train 
could exceed a length of 75 vehicles — 
expressed in terms of the standard 
four-wheeled wagons. 

Where the wagons were lightly 
loaded, livestock vans for example, the 
vehicle limit was often reached before 
the hauling capacity of the engine was 
exceeded. 


This was of great concern on the 
north-east line, particularly on Mon- 
day, Tuesday and Wednesday nights 
and the problem was often overcome 
by putting a few extra vehicles on up 
goods trains leaving Benalla after the 
last passenger train for the night. 


The length of these trains was 
reported to the train controller as ‘a 


big 75’. 
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ODD SPOT 


The clock on the north face of 
Ballarat railway station is two 
and a quarter hours behind the 
southern, eastern and western 
facing clocks. As all clocks are 
electrically driven, an electrician 
is required to do the job. 

There is no longer an electric- 
ian at Ballarat, so one must be 
called in from either Bendigo or 
Geelong. 

Rail patrons have been advised 
to wear their watches. 


— The — 
CLASSIFICATION 
YARD 


FOR SALE 


Railway ephemera and memorabilia — 
tickets, labels, stationery, forms, books, 
magazines, manuals, instructions, postcards, 
etc., etc. At the GRAND EPHEMERA 
FAIR, Malvern Town Hall, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
Sunday, November 14. Be there!! 


Railway and Tramway printed memorabilia — 
unusual tickets, labels, special event covers, 
stamps, postcards and lots more!! Free list 
of offers available from Stafford Stamps, 
Box 73, Kew East, 3102. 


VR loco cab Nos. X45 and C23. Offers to N. 
Teske, 1 Moorshead Avenue, Caloundra, 
Qld. 4551 or Phone (074) 92 2390. 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections 
of books and magazines on railways. We are 
interested in American, British and Australian 
Railways. We also have lists available of 
books and magazines we have for sale in the 
shop. For a list please send a SSAE to Train 
World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East 
Brighton, 3187. Phone (03) 596 6342. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block 
letters, include full name, address and phone 
number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. 
Send to Advertising Manager, GPO Box 5177AA, 
Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements 
is the 20th of each month. All advertisers are 
advised to read the Advertising Conditions before 
placing any advertisement as they contain an 
indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are avail- 
able on request. 


Charges: Normal rate $2 per line per month. 
Special rate for ARHS members $1 per line per 
month. Minimum charge for all advertisements is 
4 lines per month. 


A.R.HLS. 
RAILWAY 
MUSEUM 


Open every Saturday and Sunday and 
Public Holidays (except Christmas Day 
and Good Friday): 12 noon - 5 p.m. 


Also school holidays — 
Wednesdays 1- 4 p.m. 


Mid week visits by arrangement: 
Phone 596 3249 


Miniature Live Steam Rides: 
Fourth Sunday of month — 
February to November 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


BRANCH LINE 
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YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY HOBBY CENTRE 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Victoria, 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 


HOURS: MON.-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


TRAIN WORLD 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 596 6342 
Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 
10 a.m. — 6.30 p.m. 10 a.m. — 9 p.m. 9 a.m.—5 p.m. 


Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 
Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 


Wels ANOUNS Sele 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 


5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


Martin's Model Train Supplies 


READY TO RUN LOCOS AND ROLLINGSTOCK 
Kits, Tools, Accessories, Starter Sets, Baseboards 
and Modules, Mail Order, Collections bought and sold. 
Ample free parking. 
29 Rosella Street, Doncaster East, 3109 
Phone and Fax (03) 841 8089 


BOOKS, MODELS, MAGAZINES AND VIDEOS 
THE RAILFAN SHOP 


U.S. BOOKS 
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$26 (postage $3) 
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The transport specialists 


“The Train Watchers’ Guide to North American Railroads” 


A contemporary reference to the major railroads of the U.S.., 
Canada and Mexico. 


$19.95 (postage $3) 


“The Contemporary Diesel Spotters’ Guide” 
A comprehensive reference manual to locomotives built since 1972. 


Powerline HO Scale VR and V/Line airconditioned steel cars 


First, Second/Economy or unlabelled. Please specify. 


<< 


and aircraft. 


Lx >< 


$32 each (postage $3) 
Also from Kalmbach a large range of reference books on model railways 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 
40 Market Street, Melbourne 3000 Telephone: (03) 621 2238 
Mail and phone orders welcome. All major credit cards accepted. 
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